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BAILOUT! 

New deals cut to save Yards 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

State officials threw Atlantic Yards developer 
Bruce Ratner two lifelines this week in an effort 
to salvage the bare bones of his original 16-sky- 
scraper office, residential and basketball arena 
complex. 

On Wednesday, the Metropolitan Transpor- 
tation Authority, citing the effect of the reces- 
sion on Ratner’s stalled $4-billion project, re- 
lieved the developer of his responsibility to make 
$200 million in infrastructure improvements at 
the Vanderbilt railyards in Prospect Heights — 
and gave him the development rights over the 
yards with just a $20-million down payment in- 
stead of the $100 million lump sum he pledged 
for the full 22-acre site in 2006. 

Ratner has until 2031 to pay off the remain- 
ing $80 million. 


THE SHRINKING YARDS 

Developer Bruce Ratner and state officials are 
not currently seeking to acquire land beyond 
the arena site (shaded area below left), making 
the Atlantic Yards project nothing more than 
a basketball arena and several buildings at the 


P^r-, 


“It’s not quite as good [a deal] as we had 
hoped,” Gary Dellaverson, said the MTA’s chief 
financial officer on Monday after presenting the 
new contract publicly. “Obviously, from every 
vantage point, it would be better to have $100 
million at closing.” 

MTA officials said they did not believe that 
Ratner’s less-extensive renovation of the rail- 
yard would affect Long Island Rail Road ser- 
vice — though the MTA originally cited Rat- 
ner’s commitment to a full rehab of the train 
yard as the reason he was given development 
rights over another bidder who offered $50 mil- 
lion more. 

One day before the MTA board vote, the Em- 
pire State Development Corporation, also citing 
the economic downturn, amended its agreement 
with Ratner to give him more time to build the 
See BAILOUT on page 6 


Bruce will pay to name subway 


Next stop, Barclays! 

Basketball arena developer Bruce 
Ratner will pay $200,000 per year 
to have the Atlantic Avenue and Pa- 
cific Street subway stations co-named 
for Barclays, the British bank whose 
name will also adorn the proposed 


arena at the corner of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues. 

The 20-year contract is the first 
naming-rights deal for the cash- 
strapped Metropolitan Transpor- 
tation Authority, which has unsuc- 
cessfully tried to find sponsors for 
other stations around the city. 

Board members and staff her- 


alded the arrangement, approved 
on Wednesday, as a major victory 
for the chronically underfunded mass 
transit system. 

Ratner has said he’ll break ground 
on the Nets’ home court this fall. The 
renaming of the subway lines — and 
the Barclays’ appearance on maps 
— will coincide with the arena’s 


opening, now planned for 2012. 

Barclays signed adeal to pay Ratner 
$400 million for the sponsorship deal 
of the long-awaited arena two years 
ago. At the time, opponents protested 
that a bank with links to slavery and 
the Holocaust should not have its name 
anywhere in Brooklyn, with its sizable 
black and Jewish populations. 


Wonder of the world or mosquito breeding 
ground? That's the question on the corner 
of Bedford Avenue and N. 12th Street in 
Williamsburg, where a puddle in a construc- 
tion site has turned into a stagnant lake of 
sorrows. Neighbors worry that the pond — 
which reflects the Russian Orthodox Cathe- 
dral in a style similar to India's Taj Mahal — 
might lead to skeeter trouble this summer. 



BQE fix: Standards are optional 

State: No way to make highway as safe as possible 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The planned rehabilitation of the 
crowded and dangerous section of 
the Brooklyn-Queens Expressway in 
Brooklyn Heights and DUMBO — a 
roadway that includes a stretch with 
10 times more accidents than the state 
average — may not bring the aging in- 
terstate up to federal highway stan- 
dards, officials admitted last week. 

“To that extent that we can, we’ll 
bring it up to standards. But sometimes 
it’s not possible,” said Peter King, the 
regional program and planning man- 


ager for the New York State Depart- 
ment of Transportation. 

State transportation officials are in 
the early stages of a decade-long plan- 
ning process for a major overhaul of 
the portion of the BQE that skirts the 
Brooklyn waterfront, but the complex- 
ity of the project may prevent them 
from raising the road conditions up 
to all minimum federal regulations. 

Between Sands Street and Atlantic 
Avenue — the area due for repair — 
the highway abuts densely populated 
neighborhoods, crosses seven subway 
tunnels, borders the proposed Brook- 


lyn Bridge Park, spans 21 bridges and 
carries 140,000 vehicles per day. It 
includes the triple cantilever (world- 
renowned in engineering circles), the 
shelf-like, but stressed-out, section be- 
neath the scenic Promenade. 

Effects of the tight confines are al- 
ready evident in the high number of 
car crashes on this stretch of 1-278. 

The narrow lanes, short on-ramps 
and lack of shoulders along the high- 
way make this part of the BQE espe- 
cially dangerous and agonizingly con- 

Accidents occur at a rate 10 times 


above the state average for one section 
near Atlantic Avenue, where there’s a 
precarious entrance ramp. 

Other nearby portions have rates 
far above the state accident rate, too. 

According to the state Transportation 
Department’s Web site, the $300-mil- 
lion construction project will begin in 
2017 and end in 2020, though those 
dates have been shifting. 

Only a small number of people at- 
tended two preliminary review ses- 
sions on Monday. 

Some attendees called for the state 
to expand the project so treacherous 


westbound entrances will be rebuilt 
or, to ease rush-hour commuting, to 
extend a high-occupancy vehicle lane 
from the Gowanus Expressway into 
the BQE. 

Another pressing concern that aired 
again was the possibility of conflict 
between the highway project and con- 
struction of Brooklyn Bridge Park, a 
possibility raised last fall. 

But officials from the state Depart- 
ment of Transportation and Brooklyn 
Bridge Park Development Corporation 
have said they are in consultation with 
each other. 


No fly zone 

Quidditch takes off as players 
keep their feet on the ground 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

A gang of Harry Potter fa- 
natics turned a make-believe 
game into a real world sport in 
McCarren Park on Saturday. 

Two teams of fiction-ob- 
sessed athletes staged a game 
of Quidditch — a high-flying 
sport practiced by wizards 
and witches of the bestselling 
young-adult novels. 

But there was at least one key 
differencebetween the game de- 
picted in the pages of J.K. Rowl- 
ing’s books and the sport prac- 


ticed on the soggy Greenpoint 
field — the players in Brook- 
lyn couldn’t fly. 

Instead of whizzing around 
the air on broomsticks, play- 
ers from Emerson and Middle- 
bury colleges ran around hold- 
ing brooms between their legs 
while attempting to score points 
by throwing volleyballs through 
six makeshift hoops. 

Players say they prefer re- 
maining on the ground. 

“Not being able to fly actu- 
ally makes us work harder — it 
See GAME on page 2 



THEY BELIEVE THEY CAN FLY: 

College kids played quidditch — 
Harry Potter's game of choice. 


SEASON’S BEATINGS! 

For openers. Clones take two from Yanks 

By Zeke Faux 

for The Brooklyn Paper 

There is joy in Metville once more: The 
Brooklyn Cyclones swept their two-game, 
rain-shortened opening weekend series from 
the hated Staten Island Yankees, reignit- 
ing a cross-Narrows rivalry just as intense 
as the big-league Subway Series. 

A sellout crowd of 9,284 cheered as the 
Coney Island Nine rode Collin McHugh’s 
strong start to a 6-2 win in last Friday’s 
home opener. 

Then, after Saturday’s match up in Staten 
Island was rained out, the Li’l Amazin’s 
thumped the Baby Bombers, 5-2, on Sun- 
day, though the game was called in the 
middle of the sixth inning after a series 
The Brooklyn Cyclones — who seem to be forever chasing the Staten Is- of showers had turned Keyspan Park’s in- 
land Yankees — took the season-opening series against their rivals. See VICTORY on page 2 



Ken Siegelman, 

Brooklyn’s poet 
laureate, 63 

By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Brooklyn’s poet laureate, Ken 
Siegelman, died on Friday at his home 
in Gravesend. He was 63. 

Since being named the official poetic 
voice by Borough President Markow- 
itz in 2002, Siegelman, the author of 
more than 200 published poems, was 
a tireless promoter of verse throughout 
Brooklyn, a regular at public events, 
libraries and schools. 

All the while, he maintained the fre- 
netic pace of a working poet, writing new verse regularly. Indeed, his latest 
poem, “Stage Fright,” was published in May. And last year, Siegelman’s 
life and poetry became the fodder for a full-length feature film, “Fading 
to Zero.” 

On Friday, Markowitz mourned the loss. 

“Selecting Ken Siegelman as poet laureate was one of my proudest acts 
See SIEGELMAN on page 14 



Poet's death leaves giant muse to fill 


W hat’ll it be, Brooklyn: epic, anauditoriumwithallthegreatwomen 
narrative, lyric, whimsical or poets we have,” said Harvey Shapiro, 
just plain old doggerel? the dean of the borough’s close-knit 
Like the borough he serves, Bor- poetry community, 
ough President Markowitz will have Many people put Shapiro on their 
a diverse array of poets — and po- “short list” for the job, but at 85 years 
etic styles — to choose from when he old, he said he’s too old to be “trotting 
picks a new poet laureate to replace around to a lot of public functions.” 
Ken Siegelman, who died last week Former laureate Dennis Nurske, 
at age 63. the only poet to survive his tenure, be- 

Though all of Brooklyn is mourn- seechedMarkowitztopickawomanand 
ing the loss of Siegelman, who served to make sure that the new officeholder 
as the Lyricist-in- 

Ch ef since 2002 THE BROOKLYN r t 


poetry insiders are h I 

already asking the A JuAA J 

mostimportantpo- /■ 


most important po- 
etic question af- By Gersh Kuntzman 

■ “To be 


to be,” namely, who will fill Siegelman’s 
big quill pen. 

“I would remind the borough presi- 
dent that there are a lot of rich and col- 
orful communities in Brooklyn, such as 
the African-American and the Carib- 


“doesn’t write puff- 
ery, but really gets 
people to take po- 
etry seriously.” 
“This is a job that 
can really provide 
support to the art- 
Brooklyn and bring 
that kids 


ists who work 
their work into the schools, 
can be exposed to poetry,” he added. 

Alas, poor Yorick, Nurske said he 
is “not campaigning for the job.” 

It’s hard to know what Markowitz 


bean community — and he could fill looking for — he did ni 




for comment this week — but would-be 
laureates should know that there’s no 
“free verse” in Brooklyn (the Siegelman 
family gave Markowitz $475 in politi- 
cal donations over the years). 

But to get politics out of the race to 


succeed Siegelman, I called the bor- 
ough’s top poetry experts to compile 

Mary Gannon, editor of Poets and 
Writers magazine and the former poetry 
See LAUREATE on page 14 


Balladeers line up 
to fill vacant post 


No one is happy 
about the need to 
find a new poet lau- 
reate, but Brooklyn 
can not be without 
a Verse-maker-in- 
, Chief. Thus, The 
Brooklyn Paper has 
■B prepared a "short 
Frank Hoier, the list" of candidate 
Bard of Bushwick. poets on page 14. 




Leon Freilich, a strong 
poet from Park Slope. 
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Specialized in Adult and Children Orthodontics 



Braces Invisalign 

Free Consultation 
No Down Payment 
Most Insurances Accepted 

Please contact our office for more information 


122 Atlantic Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11201 


Tel 718 852 4414 
Fax 718 852 4416 
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The world's best Cyclones coverage 


Perfect season ends 


Renegades 3 
Cyclones 2 

Monday, June 22, at Hudson Valley 

The Cyclones two-game winning streak 
ended with the team’s first loss of the sea- 
son, a 3-2 loss to Hudson Valley that was 
over pretty much before it started. 

The pesky Renegades got on the board 
with two runs in the home first of starter 
and loser Angel Cuan. The big blow was 
an RBI single by Burt Reynolds (seriously), 
who later scored on a groundout. 

Hudson Valley added a run in the fourth 
on a sacrifice bunt, and Renegade pitching 
silenced Cyclone bats until the eighth in- 
ning, when John Servidio walked and scored 
on Matt Bouchard’s double. Bouchard later 
scored on a Sam Honeck single, but that was 
all she wrote for the Clones. 

I** * // Follow the action 

IILl|J*// every day at 

BrooklynPaper.com/cyclones 

Cyclones 7 
Renegades 3 

Tuesday, June 23, at Keyspan Park 

Starter Brandon Moore was untouchable, 
pitching seven strong, four-hit shutout innings 
on “Baracklyn Cyclones” night at Keyspan 
Park. 



On "Baracklyn Cyclones" night, a Pres- 
ident Obama impersonator (center) 
met Dock Doyle and John Servidio. 

The first 2,500 fans got President Obama 
bobblehead dolls, but everyone got to enjoy 
a laugher over Hudson Valley. 

The Clones got on the board in the bot- 
tom of first on a bases-loaded walk to Ralph 
Henriquez and a subsequent single by Luis 
Rivera. 

The home team added another run in the 
second on a Matt Bouchard sac fly. 

In the fifth, the Brooks put it out of reach 
thanks to a two-run double by Alexander 
Gregory and a two-out RBI single by hot- 
hitting John Servidio. 

All three Renegade runs were yielded by 
Cyclone reliever Wesley Wrenn. 


600 BUSINESS LEADERS & ENTREPRENEURS PACK 
POLY/NYU AT BROOKLYN BUSINESS SUMMIT 

Brooklyn, NY - More than 600 business leaders and entrepreneurs attended the first annual Brooklyn Business Summit 
on May 27, 2009 at Polytechnic Institute of NYU. Key stakeholders from across the city discussed ways in which business 
practices can promote the People, Planet and Profit movement. The Summit was started by fhe Brooklyn Business 
Center to address the growing needs of clients to build their businesses and obtain funding. [Details of the Summit 
workshops and events are available at: http://BrooklynBusinessSummit.cEri 

CONGRATULATIONS TRIPLE BOTTOM LINE BUSINESS PLAN WINNERS 


:e: Tess Gill of Brooklyn Victory Garden 


:e: Loren Talbot of Local La 


DREAM IT! PLAN IT! START IT! GROW IT! 


iwfor Brooklyn Business Center's Entrepreneurial Training course starting in 
everything you need to get started as an entrepreneur & small business o\ 
www.BrookynBusinessCenter.com 


Brooklyn Business Center 



* 


liS Brooklyn Business Summit 



VICTORY... 

Continued from page 1 

field into a mud puddle. 

Returning Cyclone John Servidio powered the offense 
in both games, going 3-for-7 with a homer and three runs 
in the leadoff spot. 

“I’m a lot more prepared than last season, and I’m used 
to wood bats now,” said the right fielder, who hit just .239 
with three dingers in 40 games last season. 

Servidio’s home run — a towering shot that sailed over 
the left-field wall — came at a crucial moment in Friday’s 
game. 

After the Yankees scored first in the third, the Cyclones 
took advantage of two infield errors and a balk in the bot- 
tom of the inning to jump ahead, 3—1. 

But McHugh ran out of gas in the fifth, walking a bat- 
ter, hitting another and uncorking a wild pitch, allowing 
Staten Island to pull within a run. 

The Yankees couldn’t build on that momentum, how- 
ever. Servidio homered to lead off the bottom half of the 
inning, and the Cyclones never looked back. McHugh (five 
innings, two runs, five hits, five strikeouts) hit the showers, 
and returning relievers Matias Carrillo and Michael Pow- 
ers closed out the Yankees with four scoreless innings. 

“It was great to get a win under our belt, especially against 
Staten Island,” said McHugh, whose parents flew up from 
Georgia to watch him win his Brooklyn debut on his 22nd 
birthday. 

In Sunday’s game, “Serv” — as Servidio’s coaches call 
him — led off with a hard double down the left-field line 
and scored the Clones’ first run, sparking an eight-hit at- 
tack. 

Brooklyn starter Mark Cohoon (five innings, four hits, 
two runs, both on solo shots) and reliever Samuel Marti- 
nez combined for seven strikeouts, and first baseman Sam 
Honeck delivered the rain-shortened evening’s big blow, a 
two-out, two-run single in the second that snapped a 2-2 

Servidio’s strong series was just what some Cyclone fans 
were craving. Indeed, a bevy of Brooklyn babes waited for 
him after Friday’s game. 

Did chicks dig the long ball? 

“No, they’re friends of mine,” said the slugger with a 


I Me: Cyclones Freak 


Clones learn to 
hate Yanks fast 




B rooklyn’s 29 newest stars have 
about than most ballplayers. 

Whisked across the country by the Cyclones 
from small towns and minor-league backwaters and 
plunked right off Coney Island’s Boardwalk, the rooks 
were playing in front of 9,000-plus screaming Brook- 
lynites just a few days later. And Friday’s opener thrust 
the youngsters into the middle of the Clones’ stormy ri- 
valry with the Staten Island Yankees, forcing the new- 
est Mets to abandon their childhood allegiances. 
Toto, I’ve a feeling we’re not in Kansas anymore. 
Literally, in reliever Lance Hoge’s case. 

“I’m kinda shocked. I’ve never been around so much 
traffic,” said the 22-year-old native of Stillwell, Kan- 
sas (pop. 6,401), who was drafted in the 36th round 
out of Kansas State University. 

Despite growing up rooting for the Royals, Hoge said 
it was “awesome” to be playing for the Li’l Amazin’s, 
but then again, he was working for his father’s con- 
struction company when he got the call from New York 
on June 11. 

The nine-year history of Hoge’s new ballclub is 
filled with bat- 
tles against the 
Yankees. Last 
season, Brook- 
lyn finished in , 
second place in 



Sam Honeck, a New York's senior senator and 
6-foot-2 slug- Yankee fan, Chuck Schumer, 
ger from Austin, greeted pitcher Brandon Sage 
Texas, admitted on opening night. 

that it was tough 

playing against the Yankees — the Wicked Witch of 
the West (of the Verrazano). 

“I always liked the Yankees growing up, and I didn’t 
really know about the [cross-Narrows] rivalry,” said 
Honeck, an llth-round pick who led Tulane Univer- 
sity with 16 homers this season. “But once I got here, 
it was full-fledged, in my face. It was sweet seeing the 
fans going back and forth during the games.” 

Honeck helped the Cyclones sweep the hated Yanks, 
delivering a clutch two-run single in Sunday’s 5-2 win. 
Another possibly reluctant Met, starter Collin McHugh, 
was instrumental in Friday’s 6-2 victory. 

“I grew up a Braves fan and looked up to [former 
New York nemeses] Tom Glavine, Greg Maddux and 
John Smoltz. But as soon as we came here, I heard the 
stories about Brooklyn being packed, and it was awe- 
some,” said the second-year pro. 

Awesome and popular. On opening night, even Sen. 
Chuck Schumer made an appearance, despite being a 
lifelong Yankees fan. 

“I’m a Yankees fan, but when it comes to the mi- 
nors, I root for the Cyclones,” said Schumer. 

Asked about Schumer’s Yankee pride, Brooklyn 
Heights Councilman David Yassky said, “So what?” 

Informed that the Baby Bombers are the Cyclones’ 
top adversary, Yassky quipped, “What do you want me 
to do, kick him out?” 

As Brooklyn’s rookies now know, the correct an- 
swer is yes. 

Zeke Faux's last name is pronounced “Fox." 

In the Faux hole 

Sunday’s game was delayed by rain four times for 
a total of an hour and 44 minutes. The Cyclones re- 
warded each fan who stuck around with a free ticket 

to July l’s showdown with the Tri-City Valley Cats 

Catcher Juan Centeno, 19, has beaten out 2008 fifth- 
round pick Dock Doyle for the starting job behind the 
plate for now. Centeno went 3-for-6 in the series. . . . 
Friday’s crowd of 9,284 was the sixth largest in Cy- 
clones history. The club’s attendance record, 10,073, 
was set in the final game of the 2007 season. 


GAME 

Continued from page 1 
makes us real athletes,” said 
Ian Cardoni, a chaser for the 
Emerson squad, which traveled 
to Brooklyn to take part in a 
promotion to coincide with the 
July 15 release of “Harry Potter 
and the Half-Blood Prince.” 

Flight is only one discrep- 
ancy between the version 
played in McCarren Park 
and Harry Potter’s airborne 
Quidditch, which is like a mix 
oflacrosse and basketball — 
as if played at a Renaissance 
fair (make that “faire”). 

In the real-life game, iron 
balls called “bludgers” were 
replaced with kickballs, and a 
player wearing a gold T-shirt 
and gym shorts filled in for the 
“golden snitch” — a winged, 
walnut-sized ball that avoids 
players who try to catch it. 

Despite the rain, some 
Harry Potter diehards waited 
for hours to watch the 7-on-7 
game — which they claim is 
really taking off. 

“Sure, we don’t fly, but 
the fact that they’ve pulled 
off making a fictional game 
real is pretty impressive,” said 
Jonathon Rosenthal, a spec- 
the match. 
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Non-Surgical Hair Replacement 



Absolutely undetectable! 
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(2, 4, 6 mm) any size, 
any height. 5-week 
bonding possible. 
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Full-Lace Wig, feather 
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Free application! 


Manhattan - 212-430-6553 

Mef\ riiie (Li} - 63 1-27"t-3061 
Rutherford, NU - 20 1-842- 7653 
HPH Corp - www. Bes tL ook4u. com 


©®®ki 

□fO©Cq 

iliMili 



i(*i 


30BD[raMfe 


aviatorsports 


flam I 










The Mac FY\ 

Support Store M 1 ft 

Brooklyn's First 
Apple Authorized 
Repair Shop! 

• Mac and iPod Repair 

• Brand New Macs in Stock 

• Mac Rentals and Loaners 

• No Fee Mac Data Recovery 

• Memory & Hard Drive Upgrades 

• On-site Calls 

No Appointment Necessary 

168 7 th Street and 3 rd Avenue 
Brooklyn, NY 11 21 5 

718-312-8341 

9-6 weekdays, 10-4 Saturday 
support@macsupportstore.com 

www.macsupportstore.com 


mi rosicms 

$ 185 — 

Full Color 
Full Bleed 
About 16 pt. Cardstock 

All of Our Other 2 Sided 

if Printing Deals. UV or Matte 


'Minuteman Press 
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Brooklyn Doc House 

1 J daycare 8 boarding 

/V A 718 222-4900 

•^ \\ 7atn-lOpm weekdays, Qam-lOpm weekends 

Li 


yam-lOpm weekdays, gam-lOpm weekends 

■ 2 supervised playgrounds - fun 6 SAFE 
| • web cams - watch your doc play 

I • curbside pick up and drop off 
I • air-conditioned / sprinklered building 
/ • individual attention 

I • multi-pet 6 long-term boarding discounts 

327 DOUglaSS (at 4 th Ave in Park Slope) 
brooklyndoghouse.com 



ique gowns 
ktail dresses 
|& prom wear 

idsetting pants, tops, skirts 

uce 


28 h Van Brunt Street, Bklyn 
Tues-Sun 1 1 - 6pm or hy appt. 

. 852.1345 


Experience 
our world! 

Apple Vacations Certified Agent. 

Hablamos Espanol 

521 5 th Ave, Park Slope 

(718) 499-6144 . MonteIiTraveI.com 
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374 7th Avenue 

(bet. 11th & Iffii Sts) 

718-832-0655 
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CLINTON HILL 


"HomeAgain" low-cost 
microchip pet clinic 

SAT. JULY 11 • HELPS FIND LOST PETS! 

Call or visit to register your pets 


Falling down Myrtle 

Building collapse could have been much worse 


R0CC0& JEZEBEL FOR PETS 

89 Pineapple Walk • Brooklyn Heights 
(718) 855-8686 

Hiram the pet groomer 1 ■ 
rS is back! 

BOARDING • DOG WALKING 
AT-HOME CAT/DOG SERVICES A _ 

Plus an array of unique items for your pets! IK|7i 




A startling building col- 
lapse on Myrtle Avenue in 
Clinton Hill on Sunday has 
left more than a dozen fam- 
ilies homeless. 

The four-story building 
between Hall and Ryerson 
streets that buckled on Fa- 
ther’s Day had been cited for 
violations last month. 

Its collapse damaged a 
neighboring home, which 
the city began demolishing on 
Tues day. Two other buildings 
remained vacant as a precau- 
tion imposed by officials. 

The fallen building dated 
from the 1870s and its struc- 
tural flaws were not con- 
cealed — its facade had a 
long crack. 

The Buildings Depart- 
ment said it’s investigating 
the incident to see if shoddy 
construction work or June’s 
heavy rains may have caused 
the subsidence. 

“The public deserves a 
comprehensive and swift 
investigation,” said Assem- 
blyman Hakeem Jeffries (D- 
Clinton Hill) in the emotional 



The building at 493 Myrtle Ave., between Hall and Ryerson streets in Clinton 
Hill, collapsed amid heavy rain on Sunday. 

aftermath of the accident. Councilwoman Letitia ps 157 on Thursday. 

Four people suffered mi- James (D-Clinton Hill) took To make a donation to 

nor injuries, but the impact up a drive to assist the victims the relief effort, contact 
of the collapse is greater as ofthe collapse, including asm- James's district office at 
former tenants must now find dent who no longer has proper (718) 260-9191 or e-mail 
new homes. attire for her graduation from teamtish@gmail.com. 


NORTH BROOKLYN 


Sweep less, park more? 

Williamsburg thinks its streets are clean enough 


North Brooklynites are de- 
manding a reduction in street 
cleaning — and with it a cut 
in the number of days that 
drivers must shuffle their cars 
due to alternate-side parking 
regulations. 

Williamsburg and Green- 
point’s Community Board 1 
has called on the city to de- 
crease the frequency of street 
cleaning from four days per 
week to two days per week 
on streets deemed “accept- 
ably clean,” and shorten the 
amount of time that drivers 
can be ticketed for parking on 
the wrong side of the street on 
dreaded alternate-side days. 

In areas where four-day- 
per-week street cleaning would 
continue, the board wants the 
city to reduce the amount of 
time that car owners can be 
ticketed from 90 minutes to 
30 minutes. 

“In some areas, the current 
rules have become onerous and 
unnecessary — wasting res- 
idents’ time and patience, as 
well as taxpayer dollars,” the 
board wrote to Department of 
Sanitation Commissicmer John 
Doherty on June 9. 

“A good portion of our 
community board does not re- 
quire four-day-a-week street 
cleaning, and parking regu- 
lations should be changed to 
reflect that,” the : 



Some Williamsburg residents say their streets are 
clean enough for less street sweeping, but this pi- 
geon disagrees. 


continued. 

City statistics back up the 

Over the past four years, 
the percentage of “accept- 
ably clean streets” in North 
Brooklyn has steadily in- 
creased from 83.7 percent 
in 2004 to 93.8 percent in 
2008. 


The neighborhood group 
urged the city to “shift re- 
sources from overly clean” 
parts of Williamsburg and 
Greenpoint to dirtier areas 
in North Brooklyn that still 
require four-day-per-week 
street cleaning — but that 
could put the entire proposal 
in the trash. 


In the past, the Department 
of Sanitation has only less- 
ened street cleaning through- 
out entire community boards 
— not specific portions of 

For its part, the city told 
The Brooklyn Paper that it 
was considering CBl’s pro- 

“We are aware of the re- 
quest and we are reviewing 
their letter,” said Sanitation 
spokeswoman Kathy Dawk- 

Supporters say that re- 
duced street-cleaning hours 
will save taxpayer dollars. 

“It also saves citizens from 
headaches because it means 
that they won’t have to move 
their cat four times a week 
unnecessarily,” said Evan 
Thies, a City Council can- 
didate who is also the chair- 
man of CBl’s Environmental 
Protection and Solid Waste 
Management Committee. 

Williamsburg and Green- 
point aren’t the first neigh- 
borhoods to request reduc- 
tions in street cleaning. 

Last month, Fort Greene 
and Clinton Hill joined Park 
Slope, Cobble Hill, Carroll 
Gardens, Gowanus, and Red 
Hook in receiving reductions 
in street cleaning — as well 
as a lengthy parking holi- 
day without any alternate- 
side regulations while the 
city updates signage. 


PARK SLOPE 


Bishop: I II cede to the pastor 

Flanagan loses a possible savior 


By Michele De Meglio 

Community Newspaper Group 

Bishop Nicholas DiMarzio will not 
step in and save the job of a beloved 
Catholic elementary principal — de- 
spite an outpouring of support from 
parents at the Park Slope school. 

Rev. Kieran Harrington, spokesper- 
son for the Diocese of Brooklyn, said 
last week that DiMarzio has no plans 


to reverse a decision by the St. Sav- 
iour’s pastor, Rev. Daniel Murphy, to 
fire Principal James Flanagan after 25 
years at the Eighth Avenue school. 

“We’ve heard the protestors, but ulti- 
mately, the decision rests with the pas- 
tor,” Harrington said. “He’s the one who 
hires and fires.” 

Harrington’s comments came after 
weeks of regular protests by parents, 


both at the school and at the diocese 
office in Fort Greene. 

“We’re the ones who support Catho- 
lic education, but we’re the ones being 
rolled over,” Cathy Hunt, a mother of 
two, told The Brooklyn Paper recently. 
Hunt, who has organized marches in 
support of Flanagan, added, “You don’t 
just pull out the leadership when a school 
is so successful.” 

Murphy is on vacation and unavail- 
able for comment, according to a St. 
Saviour’s staffer. 


Find Hidden 
Treasure 
in Brooklyn 

at the 


PARK SLOPE 
FLEA MARKET 


PS 321 SCHOOLYARD 

7th Avenue (between First & Second streets) 

Open all year - Saturday & Sunday 

(Weather permitting) 

VINTAGE . ANTIQUES • COLLECTIBLES 
(718) 421-6763 


COMPUTER WIZ 



WE BUY, SELL AND 
REPAIR COMPUTERS 

PCs, Macs, Desktops, Laptops, 
iPods and iPhones 
NETWORKING • HOME OFFICE 
Open 7 days 

164 Flatbush Avenue (at Pacific Street) 
718-230-1245 • www.computerwiz777.com 


Get a mailbox 
with benefits 

• A real address, not a P.O.Box 

• Package notification 

• Full-service mail and package 
receiving 

• Mail holding and forwarding 

• Call-in Mailcheck 

• Only $25 per month! 


The UPS Store 



NOW OPEN 


CLINTON HILL 

ANIMAL CLINIC 

476 Myrtle Avenue 

between Washington Ave. & Hall St. 

( 718 ) 623-3999 

Dr. Pamella Dendtler 
Dr. Monica Johnson 


CLINIC HOURS: 

9am-7pm Mon-Fri • 9am-5pm Sat 


Our services 
include: 

Internal Medicine 

Surgery 

Digital X-rays 

Sonograms 

Dentistry 

Second Opinions 

Vaccinations 

Housecalls 

Skin Disorders 

Spay-Neuter 

and much mori 



Harbor Motor Inn 



• 25 years in business • Ample parking on 

(off Exit 5 on the Belt * 2 4 hour securit y 
Parkway, B6 bus stops in * Easy Taxi Cab Access 
front) • Food Deliveries 

-=Ss fcfe — 


Harbor Motor Inn 
1730 Shore Parkway 
(between Bay Parkway & 26th Avenue) 
Phone: (718) 946-9200 
Eg Fax: (718) 266-0888 CS 


VEGASS 


SPA 


j “Platinum” Express Car Wash AAgg 

1 • Double-Body Bath $7 


“Extreme Jackpot” Full Service 

• Double-Body Bath ★ Armor All Tires* ^ ^ 


$ 8I. 


I “VIP MEGA" Elite Full Service 


$ 18 s 


1 

T ’! 



ii ca ^ sh is 




i\ 



mmm. 555 7TH AVE 

ENTER FROM 19TH ST. JUST SOUTH OF 7TH AVE. 

“HIGHEST QUALITY CAR WASH, 

AT THE BEST PRICES !” 


Spring cleaning all year round! 

CLEAN 
t* GREEN 
MAIDS 

( 718 ) 383-0875 

All major credit cards accepted 
Gift certificates available 
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Jogger brutally raped in Greenpoint 


94TH PRECINCT 


Greenpoint-Williamsburg 

Two masked thugs raped 
an 18-year-oldjoggeronJune 
21 - and one made a com- 
ment suggesting that the at- 
tack was some sick form of 
revenge. 

The perps — who wore ski 
masks during the attack — got 
out of a black Lincoln Town 
Car and grabbed the victim 


as she ran past the corner of 
Meserole Avenue and Hum- 
boldt Street at around 2 am. 

The brutes groped the vic- 
tim and one held her against 
her will while the other raped 
her. 

“We finally got his b — h,” 
one of the crooks stated, the 
victim said. 

After the attack, the vic- 
tim was treated at Woodhull 
Hospital. 


Bag grab 

Two women doused a 
2 8-year-old woman with pep- 
per spray in a botched mug- 
ging on June 17. 

The crooks sneaked up on 
the victim as she walked on 
N. Fifth Street near Roebling 
Street at around 2:40 am. 

“Give me your bag, b-h!” 
one of the would-be thieves 
shouted. 

One of the perps punched 
the victim in the face while 
the other sprayed her with 
the eye irritant — but the vic- 
tim wouldn’t hand over her 

The thieves ran away 
empty-handed and fled in a 
white SUV. 

Horrific hold-up 

A pair of perps armed 
with a semi-automatic hand- 
gun and a deli knife robbed 
a Driggs Avenue bodega on 
June 17. 

The thugs — who wore 
hoods over their heads, hand- 
kerchiefs overtheirfaces, and 
blue gloves on their hands 
— burst into Angel Market 
Food at the corner of Moni- 
tor Street at around 10:20 pm 


MT. CALVARY BIBLE 
BAPTIST CHURCH 


» Old-fashioned singing 
► Everyone welcome 
• Family oriented 
• KJV only 


124 Henry St. • (718) 282-1400 

A Bible Believing Church in Brooklyn Heights 
SERVICE EVERY SUNDAY AT 3 PM 


Base Lie. # B01363 

OPEN 7 DAYS 
A WEEK 

We Welcome 
Corporate Accounts 

t SeHablaEs ~ 



www. myrtlecarservice. com ^ 

• Small Package Delivery • Local And Long Distance Service " 

• Serving The 5 Boros And Beyond Call To Reserve Long Trips 

SST WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS(1H 


2,00 OFF 


S3.00 OFF 

To Any New York Airport 

Coupon not valid for credit card sales. 






£=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 £=3 

NYC PetS! 


A NEW BREED OF PET SUPPLY STORES 

Organic pet food 
• Free local delivery 
Open 7 days 
Wellness, Science 
Diet, Natural Choice, 

& more 


15 % 

OFF 

ALL PET 
SUPPLIES 

with this ad 


57 CLARK STREET 

in Brooklyn Heights 

(718) 852-7208 


61 PEARL STREET 

in DUMBO 

(718) 643-3046 

mmm • www.NYCPet.com 



MODERN MOVE-IN CONDITION, PREWIRED OFFICE SPACE IN DUMBO 


Affordable $20 - $25 psf rents. 

Single digit effective rents 
with REAP tax incentive program 
for Manhattan tenants 


Space Available 

Caroline Pardo 718.222.2505 
Two Trees www.twotreesny.com 


21ST CENTURY TECHNOLOGY 
13’ CEILINGS 
PLENTIFUL PARKING 
SOME WITH WATER VIEWS 
6’ WINDOWS 

GREAT PUBLIC TRANSPORTATION 
FOUR TELEPHONE SERVICE 
PROVIDERS 

PREBUILT SPACES AVAILABLE 


Loose Dentures? 

GO AHEAD... 

Eat what you want! 

Visit Dr.Tony Farha in the morning, have the 
“Mini-Implant System” placed in less than two 
hours, then go out and enjoy your favorite lunch. 
No more messy adhesive or pastes. 


• This advanced system is FDA-Approved. 

• It is a one-step, non-surgical procedure. 

• No sutures, nor the typical months of healing. 

• No pain or discomfort. 

• Affordable (Payment Plans available and 
Insurance coverage) 

Dr. Tony is recognized as a Professor 
of the Mini Dental Implant. 





*0NLY $595 
FOR DENTURE! 

Limited Time Offer 

*with a puchase of MDI 


Call today for your FREE Consultation 

718 - 833-6895 

461 77th St - Bay Ridge 
1412 Richmond Rd - Staten Island 
www. oraldentalcare.com 


POLICE BLOTTER 

Find more online every Wednesday at 

BrooklynPaper.com/blotter 


and pulled out the heater and 
the culinary blade. 

“B-h, give me the money,” 
one of the crooks demanded be- 
fore throwing an employee to 
the ground and kicking her. 

One of the thieves climbed 
over the counter and grabbed 
$950 while the other acted as 
a lookout, police reports in- 
dicated. 

Tree-son! 

A tree-cherous thug struck 
a Greenpoint man with a tree 
branch in a baffling June 17 
assault. 

The woman perp clubbed 
the victim with the stick on 
the stomach on Eagle Street 
at around 10: 15 am, “causing 
[him] pain and bruising and 
abrasion,” according to the 
police report. 

After the bizarre attack, the 
suspect fled from the crime, 
which is between Franklin 
and West streets. 

Manhattan burg 

Burglars heisted jewelry 
and electronics from a Man- 
hattan Avenue apartment and 
graffiti supplies from an art 

In the first crime, the crooks 
got into Artists and Craftsmen 
Supply through an unlocked 
rear door between 12:30 am 
and9:15 am and heisted spray 
paint, markers, and $200 from 
the shop, which is between 
Graham Avenue and Hum- 
boldt Street. 

Later, a thief or thieves 
tampered with a lock to get 
into the residence at the cor- 
ner of Newell Street between 
7:50 pm and 1 1 pm. 

Once inside, the crooks 
snatched watches, jewelry, 
computers, a high-definition 
TV, an XBox, and a camera. 

While sleeping 

A thief cleaned out a Man- 
hattan Avenue apartment on 
June 20 — while the 32-year- 
old victim dozed. 

The quiet crook climbed 
through a first floor screen 
window between 2:30 am and 
8:30 am to get into the res- 
idence, which is at the cor- 
ner of Conselyea Street. 

Once inside, the crook 
grabbed the victim’s Apple 
laptop, iPod, cellphone and 
credit cards. 

Biker bilks 

A vicious cyclist snatched 
a 19-year-old cellphone on 
June 17. 

The bike-riding bad guy 
snatched the phone from the 
victim’s hand near the cor- 
ner of Debevoise and Skill- 
man avenues at around 1:45 
am. — Ben Muessig 


84TH PRECINCT 


Brooklyn Heights-DUMBO 
Boerum Hill-Downtown 

DUMBO wave 

Thieves broke into an 
office building at 55 Wash- 
ington St. over the June 19 
weekend, stealing more than 
$10,000 in property from two 
companies. 

Mionetto USA, a wine im- 
porter, lost more than $500 
in vino, plus several lap- 
top computers, while Witch 
Games, a computer gaming 
company, was hit for $750 
in video games, plus a TV 
and a computer monitor. 

It’s not the first time crooks 
have pilfered this particular 
DUMBO building, which 
is between Water and Front 
streets. Arash ofbreak-ins last 
year, prompted stepped up po- 
lice presence in the neighbor- 
hood down under the Man- 
hattan Bridge overpass. 

That presence will con- 
tinue, said Capt. Mark Di- 
Paolo, the commanding offi- 
cer of the 84th Precinct, who 
said he will deploy cops inside 
the building itself while also 
urge the owner, Two Trees 
Management, to “get their 
security up to snuff.” 

Policing the area is tough, 
DiPaolo said, because 55 
Washington St. houses nu- 
merous art studios that wel- 
come the public. 

“This is the kind of build- 
ing that’s open constantly,” Di- 
Paolo said. “Somehow this in- 
dividual is gaining access.” 

Ironically, at the precinct 
community council’s June 16 
meeting, Officers Noah Mo- 
lina andDavid Mills werehon- 
oredfornabbingaman alleged 
to have been responsible for 
an earlier wave of burglaries 
at the same building. 

— with Gary Buiso 

Four play 

At least four women had 
their purses, or the contents of 
said purses, stolen last week. 
Here’s a roundup: 

•A thief took a purse con- 
taining $70 from a woman’s 
office on Joralemon Street on 
June 16. The victimtold police 
that she had left her purse in 
the bathroom of the building, 
which is between Court and 
Clinton streets, at 4 pm, and 
returned 10 minutes later. 

• A shopper at Payless shoe 
store on the Fulton Mall told 
cops that her wallet — with 
$300 inside — was taken at 
around 5 pm on June 18. The 
victim said she was trying on 


•Another office worker told 
cops that her walletwas pulled 
right out of her purse while she 
was at work around midday 
on Court Street between Rem- 
sen and Montague streets on 
June 19. She told police that 
the theft must have occurred 
while she was using the copy 
machine . There was no money 
in her bag, but the purse itself 
was worth $400. 

• The same day, another 
shoe shopper put her cash- 
free purse down at Macy’s 
on Fulton Mall between 4:30 
and 4: 50 pm, and never saw it 
again. The department store, 
which is between Lawrence 
and Bridge streets, is a fre- 
quent haunt of pickpockets. 

Tour de B’klyn 

A pricey bicycle worth 
$1,000 was stolen from in 
front of the belovedRiver Cafe 
on Water Street on June 19. 

The victim toldpolice that 
he saw a man take the bike 
at 11:20 am and ride away 
from the restaurant, which 
is at Old Lulton Street. 

Work it out 

A thief stole $ 1 ,140 in jew- 
elry out of a locker at the New 
York Sports Club on Boerum 
Street on June 19. 

The fitness fanatic told cops 
that she had begun working 
out at the gym, which is be- 
tween Pacific and Dean streets, 
at 12:30 pm and returned to 
her locker an hour later to dis- 
cover that she had been bur- 
gled — and burgled bad. 

Stop that van! 

A woman watched help- 
lessly from her 14th story 
apartment on York Street 
as a thief stole her Dodge 
Caravan on June 20. 

She later told cops that she 
was powerless to do anything 
as the thief drove away at 4:45 
pm from her building, which 
is at Gold Street. 

— Jacob Kleinman 


88TH PRECINCT 


Fort Greene-Clinton Hill 

Scary park 

Commodore Barry Park 
was the scene of two crimes 
involving juveniles last week, 
including one horrific beat- 
ing. 

Three boys and three girls, 
ages 15-16, attacked another 
15 -year-old boy in the park, 
near Blushing Avenue and 
Navy Street, on June 17. The 
sextet broke the victim’s nose 
and inflicted numerous cuts 
on his body. Adding insult to 
injury, the mob stripped him 
of his clothes and left him na- 
ked in the park at 11 pm. 

Police later arrested six 
suspects. 

The day before, police ar- 
rested one 14-year-old who, 
along with a compatriot, 
mugged two other teens near 
Park Avenue and N. Elliott 
Place. The victims told police 
that the duo threatened them 
with razor blades and stole a 
Sony video game at 9 am. 

Lost his head 

A man blew his top when 
he returned to his parked U- 
Haul on Emerson Street on 
June 19 to find someone had 
stolen a bronze head con- 
cealed in a box. 

Thevictim,37,lefttherented 
truck for only 25 minutes, 2:30 
pm to 2:55. He came back and 
saw that a lock had been bro- 
ken and that he was missing 
the sculpted cranium as well 
as his messenger bag. 

Shove off 

A mugger knocked a 
woman to the pavement on 
St. James Place on June 14 
before swiping her bag. 

The victim, 29, said the 
hood sneak-attacked her 
from behind at 7 pm near 
the corner of Fulton Street. 
She told police he stole her 
cellphone and several bank- 
ing and credit cards. 

Double iTrouble 

A thief looted an apart- 
ment on Washington Ave- 
nue on June 17 and got lots 
of gizmos. 

The victims, two 28-year- 
old men, said no one was 
home from 4 pm to 6 pm. 
One of the roommates spec- 
ulated that the intruder en- 
tered via a window. 

They reported losing two 
laptops, an iPod, a camera, 
a DVD player and an X-box 
from the apartment at the cor- 
ner of Willoughby Avenue. 

Win-doh! 

A prowler sneaked his way 
into a Clermont Avenue home 
through a window on June 
18 and exited with oodles of 
personal belongings. 

The resident, a 50-year- 
old man, said he activated his 
security system when he left 
5:30 pm, but when he returned 
at 8:45 pm between Myrtle 
and Willoughby avenues, he 
discovered that someone had 
broken in through a second- 
floor opening. 

The victim told police that 
the burglar stole $400, his 
cellphone, and two necklaces 

— Mike McLaughlin 


iAY, PAPI! 


Cody Utzman’s 
restaurant broken into 


By Ben Muessig 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Banditos raided the beloved Manhat- 
tan Avenue Mexican restaurant Papaci- 
tos early on June 21 and escaped with a 
safe loaded with $10,000. 

The burglars scurried through backyards 
and scuttled over fences to reach the back 
door of the Greenpoint guacamole den some- 
time between 2 am and 9:55 am. 

The door might have been unlocked, 
according to cops. 

Once inside, the crooks ransacked the 
eatery in search of the 250-pound safe, 
which contained cash that would have 
gone towards payroll and taxes. 


“They maliciously messed up the back 
of the store and caused alot damage,” said 
restaurateur Cody Utzman, the man also 
behind the recently opened futuristic bo- 
dega Brooklyn Standard. 

“Taxes are due soon, so it’s going to 
hurt a little, but we’ll be OK.” 

After the break-in, Utzman revealed to 
Gothamist, a Web site, that he plans to ex- 
pand Papacitos into an adjoining eatery 
and he insisted that the recent burglary 
won’t stand in the way of those plans. 

The thieves lugged the safe out the door 
and likely escaped to Huron Street, po- 
lice reports indicated. No one was in the 
restaurant at the time. 


76TH PRECINCT 


Carroll Gardens 

Cobble Hill-Red Hook 

Paint it black 

Police made two arrests 
earlier this month for graf- 
fiti “artists” defacing prop- 
erty in Red Hook and Car- 
roll Gardens. 

On June 8, an officer 
nabbed a 22-year-old man 
who was allegedly spray- 
painting a telephone poll on 
Coffey Street at 1:55 am. The 
vandal had a can of black paint 
and a stencil book on the block 
between Ferris and Conover 
streets, the officer said. 

The previous night, a 
56-year-old woman was ar- 
restedfor allegedly vandaliz- 
ing the fagade of a city-owned 
building near the corner of 
Smith and Third streets at 
8:30 pm. 

— Mike McLaughlin 


68TH PRECINCT 


Bay Ridge 

McRobbed 

A crook purloined a wom- 
en’s wallet after she left it un- 
attended in a McDonald’s on 
86th Street on June 19. 

The woman left her wallet 
in the fast food joint, which 
is between Fourth and Fifth 
avenues, at around 2:30 pm 
— and faster than you could 
say “Gimme a double cheese- 
burger with cheese,” the thief 
made the pick. 

The wallet contained $400, 
a credit card, and gift cards 
fromBabies-R-Us and Chil- 
dren’s Place. 

Heavy metal 

A weapon-wielding thug 
attacked a 23 -year-old man 
on 79th Street on June 20. 

Cops say that the victim was 
near Third Avenue at around 
3 am when he got into an ar- 
gument with the other man, 
who then pulled an “uniden- 
tified metal object” and used 
it to slice up his victim. 

Jacked! 

A thief stole the wallet of 
a gym rat in the New York 
Sports Club on Fourth Ave- 
nue and 86th Street on June 
15. 

The 24-year-old victim 
told police that he had locked 
the wallet in a locker while 
he worked out at 7:30 pm. 

After an hour of sweat- 
ing, he returned to find the 
locker broken and $100, a 
VISA card, and an unlim- 
ited Metrocardmissing from 
his wallet. 

— Thomas Nocera 


90TH PRECINCT 


Williamsburg-Bushwick 

Bridge mug 

A bike-riding bad guy 
mugged a 3 1-year-old woman 
while she walked across the 
Williamsburg Bridge on June 
16. 

The pedal-pushing perp — 
who wore a bandana over his 
face during the stick-up — 
confronted the victim near 
pedestrian entrance at the cor- 
ner of S . Sixth Street and B ed- 
ford Avenue at 10:30 pm. 

“What do you have?” the 
crook asked as he pulled out 
a black handgun. 

The victim forked over 

$100. 

Photo-graft 

Cops nabbed four teenaged 
girls suspected of heisting a 
14-year-old’s camera on June 
16. 

The perps grabbed the vic- 
tim’s digital camera in the 
park at the corner of Lorimer 
Street and Throop Avenue 
at around 5:25 pm, but po- 
lice locked up four suspects 
as they attempted to flee the 
scene, reports indicate. 

Time crime 

A knife-toting thug used a 
classic trick to rob two teens 
of their Sidekick cellphones 
on June 18. 

The crook confronted the 
victims at the comer of Union 
Avenue and Wallabout Street 
at around 3:35 pm and asked 
the time. 

When one of the victims 
removed his Sidekick from 
his pocket to check the clock, 
the perp pulled out a knife 
and grabbed the teen. 

The crook fled only after 
both of the victims handed 
over their fancy phones. 

Cafe snafu 

A crook jacked a 28-year- 
old’s laptop computer from 
a Havemey er Street diner on 
June 18. 

The perp grabbed the 
MacBook from Atlas Cafe 
at around 11:05 am and fled 
from the coffeehouse, which 
is between Hope and Grand 
streets, in a gray sedan. 

Bad delivery 

Armed thugs held up a de- 
liveryman in a terrifying June 
21 stick-up. 

The crooks — who wore 
red masks during the robbery 
— confronted the victim in 
the hallway of a Moore Street 
building and put a black fire- 
arm to his head. 

The victim handed over 
$100 and Chinese food (val- 


ued by cops at $26) and left 
the building, which is be- 
tween Humboldt Street and 
Bushwick Avenue. 

Meserole burgs 

Thieves ransacked a Mese- 
role Street apartment build- 
ing on June 19, looting at 
least three residences in the 
same edifice, which is be- 
tween Graham Avenue and 
Humboldt Street. Here are 
the shocking details: 

• Crooks snatched jewelry 
and cash from one unit while 
the 57-year-old resident was 
at work between 7:30 am and 
3:15 pm. 

Once inside, the thieves 
locked the door behind them- 
selves with a security chain 
and stole rings, earrings, a 
bracelet, and $500. 

• The burglars tore through 
a neighboring apartment be- 
tween 8 am and 5 pm and got 
a gold necklace, gold rings, 
and gold earrings valued by 
cops at $1,100. 

• The crooks also dese- 
crated a 33 -year-old’s apart- 
ment, heisting his electronics 
and leaving their mark in graf- 
fiti on his living room wall. 
They also got a computer 
monitor and a jar of coins 
valued by police at $200. 

Second stick-up 

Cops nabbed a 16-year- 
old suspected of mugging a 
Williamsburg woman at gun- 
point on June 19. 

The armed perp ap- 
proached the 20-year-old vic- 
tim at the comer of S . Second 
Street and Wythe Avenue at 
around 1 am. 

“Give me your bags,” the 
gun-toting goon demanded 
as he pulled out a black fire- 

The victim handed over 
her bags, which contained 
designer glasses, clothing, a 
Metrocard, a gift certificate, 
a cellphone, an iPod, a note- 
book, and $217. Cops can- 
vassed a neighborhood and 
cuffed the teenaged suspect, 
but the handgun was not re- 
covered. 

Acid attack 

A sick crook doused two 
South Williamsburg kids with 
chemicals in a vicious attack 

The perp poured struck a 
12-year-old girl and a 10-year- 
old boy with a bottle contain- 
ing an unknown liquid near 
the comer of South Eighth 
Street and Driggs Avenue at 
around 8:20 pm, causing “ir- 
ritation and burning,” police 
reports indicate. 

— Ben Muessig 



ARE YOU CARING 
FOR AN ELDERLY 
RELATIVE OR SOMEONE 
WITH MEMORY LOSS? 


We’re here to 
help you and 
your relatives 


"I wish a Center like 
this was available for 
my mother — it's a 
lifesaver for families." 


— Former New York 
Mets All-Star 
Keith Hernandez 


The Jacquelyn 
Hernandez Adult 
Day Health Center 
provides: 


• Social and recreational activities 

• Breakfast and lunch/afternoon 
tea and dinner 

• Full medical and nursing 
services 

• Free transportation to and from 
the Center 

• Six days a week, 

Monday - Saturday 

Medicaid COVERS all costs 


The Jacquelyn Hernandez Adult Day Health Center 

380 Henry Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 

To arrange a tour or request an application, call: 

Barbara Williams - 718.855.2050 
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City’s B’way Triangle plan moves 
forward, but not without a fight 


The city’s controversial 
plan to convert a large swath 
of manufacturing-zoned land 
in Williamburg’s “Broadway 
Triangle” into a residential 
community won its first ap- 
proval from a community 
board panel on Tuesday. 

Community Board l’s 
land-use committee narrowly 
approved — though with sig- 
nificant stipulations — the 
Department of Housing Pres- 
ervation and Development’s 
contentious proposal to re- 
zone the 31-acre portion of 
the triangle to create 1,851 
units of housing, 905 of which 
would charge below-market 

The city’s plan has been 

burg, where the mostly in- 
dustrial and commercial area 
would give way to new resi- 
dential buildings. Support- 
ers tout the benefits of much- 
needed affordable housing 
while opponents allege cor- 
ruption between the city and 
two politically connected 
neighborhood groups that 
have been awarded first dibs 
at affordable housing con- 

At the heart of the conflict 
is the city’s decision to award 
the United J ewish Organiza- 
tions of Williamsburg and the 
BushwickRidgewood Senior 
Citizens Council — two non- 
profits tied to influential As- 
semblyman Vito Lopez (D- 
Bushwick) — without putting 
the sites up for bid. 

“This isn’t about the com- 
munity,” said Esteban Du- 
ran, a CB1 member and an 
adversary of the plan. “The 
community’s voice was never 
heard.” 

The fight over the trian- 
gle turned volatile at a June 
9 Community Board 1 meet- 
ing, where dozens of protes- 
tors literally muffled a city 
presentation with chants 
of “Open the process, shut 
them down,” transforming 
the meeting into a cacoph- 
onic eardrum buster the likes 
of which hasn’t been heard in 
Williamsburg since last sum- 
mer’s Sonic Youth concert in 
the McCarren Park pool. 

Seth Donlin, a spokes- 
man for the Department of 
Housing Preservation and 
Development, dismissed al- 
legations of wrongdoing, not- 
ing that the city can issue the 
so-called “sole-source dispo- 
sitions” granting temporary 
site control to groups that “ap- 
proach the city with a plan 
that seems feasible and in- 
volves seeking outside mon- 


BROADWAY TRIANGLE 


The city wants to re- 
zone a large portion 
of the Broadway Tri- 
angle in Williamsburg 
(dotted area) 



Lopez, who is also the all- 
powerful chairman of the 
county Democratic party 
organization and chairman 
of the state Assembly’s hous- 
ing committee, also refuted 
the claims and accused proj- 
ect adversaries — many of 
whom belong to a coalition 
of North Brooklyn commu- 
nity organizations that say 
they have been snubbed the 
chance to control the site — 
of attempting to halt the pro- 
posal so they can develop the 
affordable units. 

“This area is pretty poor 
and needs housing,” said Lo- 
pez. “I am in support of an ex- 
peditious process so that we 
can move to build thousands 
of units of affordable hous- 
ing. The people who need af- 
fordable housing should not 
have to wait for it because of 
self-interest.” 

Other issues 

Though the role of the non- 
profits is at the center of the 
controversy, disagreements 
about the Broadway Trian- 
gle are so broad that they ac- 
tually include the size of the 
site itself. 

The city’s proposal calls 
for a residential rezoning an 
eight-block site bordered by 
Throop Street, Flushing Av- 
enue, Harrison Street, and 
Middleton Street, while op- 
ponents of the proposal want 
to see development in a larger 
area bounded by Broadway, 
Flushing Avenue, and Union 
Avenue — including a five- 
block plot at the southwest- 
ern corner of the site that is 
owned the pharmaceutical 



By Jacob Kleinman 
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giant Pfizer. 

The city claims it decided 
to exclude the Pfizer plot — 
which is currently zoned for 
manufacturing — in the res- 
idential rezoning to avoid a 
spike in the property’s value 
that could affect future land- 
use negotiations with the 
drug-maker. 

“If we were to include it, 
it would kind of give a blank 
check to them,” said Shampa 
Chanda, an HPD assistant 
commissioner. “The commu- 
nity loses its opportunity to 


engage Pfizer in a larger dis- 
cussion and get community 
benefits out of it.” 

It’s not just the size of the 
site that’s in question — it’s 
also the size of the build- 
ings. 

Reversing the paradigm 
in many Brooklyn rezon- 
ings, opponents of the plan 
are demanding the city al- 
low taller, bulkier buildings 
that could result in as many 
as 3,73 1 new residential units, 
1,800 of them affordable. 

But the city stands behind 
its eight-story cap as a means 
of contextual design — as 
and a way to avoid severe 
impacts on neighborhood 
schools, open space and in- 
frastructure. 

Also controversial is the 
city’s right to use eminent 
domain on residences and 
businesses in the Broadway 
Triangle, as well as the fact 
that only the 448-units of 
the touted affordable hous- 
ing that would be built on 
city-owned land must be de- 
veloped on-site. 

The remaining affordable 
units must be constructed 
or maintained somewhere 
within CB1. 

The board’s 
recommendation 

Taking some of these con- 
cerns into account, the Com- 
munity Board 1 committee 
approved the project with sug- 
gested amendments includ- 


affordable housing built off- 
• a “transparent” process 




tethenc 
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a cap on the amount of 


• a city fund to help relo- 
cate affected businesses. 

• a guarantee that open 
space is created in the area. 

The plan will face the CB 1 
full board next month before 
heading to the borough presi- 
dent, the City Planning Com- 
mission, and finally the City 
Council. 

Political fallout 

The Broadway Triangle 
has become a key issue in the 
raceforthe 33rd Council Dis- 
trict, where al 1 six candidates 

— except for Steve Levin, 
who is Lopez’s chief of staff 

— recently stated their op- 
position to the city’s plan. 

If Levin doesn’t win the 
seat in November, it proba- 
bly won’t matter, given that 
the rezoning will likely face 
a vote before the election. 
Current Councilman Da- 
vid Yassky (D-Brooklyn 
Heights) supports the city’s 
plan, but Councilwoman Di- 
ana Reyna (D-Williamsburg) 

— whose district abuts the 
property — is against it. 

Typically, councilmem- 
bers defer to the local repre- 
sentative, but Yassky was re- 
cently snubbed by his Council 
colleagues, who ignored his 

sial Dock Street project in 
his DUMBO district and ap- 
proved it anyway. 


POLY PREP COUNTRY DAY SCHOOL 

Transforming the Mind, Body and Character since 1854 

Poly Prep applauds the outstanding Glass of 2009. 

Bright futures await you. Congratulations! 

Lucas Albert ▲ Razie Devora Alter ▲ Alaina Alvarez 
Jazmyne Nycole Anderson ▲ Alexander Arifi ▲ Jonathon Andre Adekunle Beckles 
LeeAnn Belvedere ▲ Henry D. Beraold ▲ Corinne Bonaiorni A Eve Boyce 
Grace Brahimy A Molly Bronstein A Park Elizabeth Cannon 
Stephanie Dorothy Caso A Victor Chen A Molly Rose Clifford 
Jacob Cohen A Christopher Cooper A Dianna Marie Cortese 
Adam Diamond A Bridget DiBlasio A Alison Interdonato Dillulio 
Kelsey Donohue A Greg Kent Dorris A Peter David Dutko 
Stephanie Claire Ellman A Pearce Erensel A Jennifer Fahy A Gary Fiore 
Robert Anthony Florio A David Fredrickson A Shane Matthew Carmine Galvin 
Joanna Gawlik A Eugina Gelbelman A Alexander Goldfarb 
Louisa Jacobson Gummer A Daniela Carlie Gunning A Roger Andres Guzman 
Jared Keith Hedglin A Richard Hill A John Arthur Graham Hindle 
Preeti Jain A Ivy Alexandra Johnson A Robert Joseph 
Efe Diepriye Kabba A Mohammad Karam A Willa Salter Kendrick 
Benjamin Kochman A Michael Kumar A Christopher Smith Lamb 
Tammy Lam A Sofia Langan A Andrew LaRocca A Thomas Laurendi 
Monika Belen Lay A Stephen C. Lazzaro A Daniel Lempert 
Anne M.M. Levine A Kathryn D. Lhota A Sophie Malamut 
Angela Marinakis A Joseph Marrone A Guy Martin 
Nicholas Melhado A Katherine Meringoff A Matthew Meyers 
Jonathan Michaels A Hannah Miles A Jennifer (Rivky) Mondal 
Nicholas Michael Mutsakis A Alexander Nafman 
Harrison J. D. Nesbit A Drew Olsen A Rachel Omansky 
Michael Emeka Onah A John Pacelle A Elena Papanicolaou A Vergil Parson 
Lillian Paulson A Jonathan Pineda A John Plotz A Charlotte Niese Pradie 
Kayla Raff A Sami Rahman A Meghan Reilly A Lorraine Reyes A Maya Rose 
Allison Rutter A Deborah Anne Elizabeth Ryan A Pietro Michael Giarraffa Sciolto 
Andrew Shapiro A Graham Shorr A Rachel Elana Sloane 
Nicholas Moir Sorrentino A Sam H. Spiegel A William J. Spinelli 
Anayza Arielis Stewart A Julia Eden Superka A Huong Olivia Sutliff 
Jessica Paige Taylor A Maggie Vimon Tappitake 
Christina Anna Thermos A Andrea Rose Tocci A Francis Torres 
^ Joseph Tranchina A Nicole Vanchierj A Derrick Vanpyck ^ 

Kyle Daniel Wy 


Poly Prep Country Day School is an independent, cc 
educating Nursery- 13th Grade students on tw 


; preparatory sc 
dyn. New York. 


IT'S SAVED! 

Prospect Heights 
gets landmark zone 


Prospect Heights has joined its better-known upscale 
neighbor Park Slope as Brooklyn’s latest historic district. 

On Tuesday, the Landmarks Preservation Commission 
voted unanimously to turn the 850-building area into a pro- 
tected historical landmark. 

The vote capped an exhaustive, six-month survey — and 
was well-deserved for the often-overshadowed neighbor- 
hood, explained Commission Chairman Robert Tierney. 

“It’s a great day for New York City,” Tierney pro- 
claimed. 

The district stretches from Flatbush Avenue to Wash- 
ington Avenue and from Eastern Parkway to Atlantic Av- 
enue — up to, but not including, Bruce Ratner’s proposed 
mega-development, formerly known as Atlantic Yards un- 
til this week’s announcement that most of the project had 
been tabled (see page 1). 

At the start of the landmarking process, locals worried 
that the massive project, as well as the neighborhood’s many 
deep lots, would encourage high-rise construction that would 
overwhelm the mostly low-rise feel of the historic area. 

Prospect Height’s is one of Brooklyn’s oldest and most 
architecturally fascinating neighborhoods, boasting a mix 
of rowhouses built throughout the 19th century. 

The neighborhood’s two oldest buildings are on Carlton 
Avenue between St. Marks Avenue and Bergen Street, and 
date back to at least the 1850s. 

The district also includes a series of Neo-Grec rowhouses 
built in the 1860s and ’70s, as well as Romanesque and Re- 
naissance Revival houses from the 1880s and ’90s. 

But old buildings aren’t the only thing that the neighbor- 
hood has going for it, said Tierney. 

“Prospect Heights is among Brooklyn’s most distinguished 
cohesive neighborhoods because of its architectural integ- 
rity and diversity, scale, tree-lined streets and residential 
character,” the chairman said. 

This week’s vote followed a public hearing last Octo- 
ber at which no one spoke against the designation, which 
is rare in this city. 


NEW YORK STATE SENATE: 

RENEW MAYORAL CONTROL BEFORE 
IT EXPIRES ON JUNE 30 


Pass the Assembly Bill Today! 
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Is your wife or girlfriend 
currently pregnant or do 
you have a baby less than 
3 months old and live in zip 
code 11238 or 11207? Join 
our free fatherhood 
program for you 
and your 
family. 


Diaspora Healthy Families 
can assist you with the care of your 
newborn by teaching you about: 

• Parenting Skills 
• Father to Father Mentoring 
• Baby Care 

• Educational Activities 


Call James, (718) 399-0200 ext. 243 

heiihhy families 

new yurk 


Take a stroll on Flatbush Ave 


Group proposes ways to make byway pedestrian-friendly 


By Gersh Kuntzman 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Flatbush Avenue would become a 
walkable, livable, shoppable boulevard 
— no, really! — under a new plan being 
put forward by a local business group 
that is frustrated by the dour, traffic- 
choked strip between Grand Army Plaza 
and Atlantic Avenue. 

The N orth Flatbush Business Improve- 
ment District will soon solicit bids on 
its architect’s plan for turning the con- 
crete jungle from an uninviting and un- 
safe highway to “a people-friendly des- 
tination,” said BID Executive Director 
Sharon Davidson, who presented the 
plan to local merchants at the group’s 
annual meeting on Wednesday night at 
Ocean’s 8 pool hall. 

The problem with Flatbush, Brook- 
lyn’s oldest thoroughfare, is that its di- 
agonal configuration cuts across seven 
streets between Atlantic Avenue and 
Grand Army Plaza, creating tiny “tri- 
angle parks” that are little more than 
cement pits. 

“We haven’t had a facelift since the 
1970s,” Davidson said. “We should be 
more of a destination than a conduit to 
Downtown Brooklyn.” 

Using a grant from the city, David- 
son’s group hired W Architecture and 
Landscape Architecture, a Manhattan- 
based firm that wants to turn the trian- 
gles into seating areas and to calm traf- 
fic on side streets by installing plants. 

It’s unclear how much the work it- 
self will cost, but Davidson said Bor- 
ough President Markowitz has pledged 
$200,000, bringing the group’s cash-on- 
hand up to $600,000, thanks to prior 
grants. 


1 More pictures at 
Brooklyn Paper.com 




TAMING THE MEAN STREET: The North Flatbush Business Improvement District has hired an 
architect to make the meanest of the mean streets more friendly. Here's their vision of a safer 
Dean Street (above) and Park Place (below). 



Rated Best m Brooklyn 
& Staten Island for 
Overall Orthopedics. 

Think all hospitals are the same? 

Think again. Lutheran Medical Center 
has just been rated the best hospital in 
the region for total knee replacements, hip 
replacements and spinal fusions - again. 

To find out more information, 
please contact us at 

1.718.630.RXRX (7979) 


wjT Lutheran 
m / Medical Center 

Get Better. Faster. 

150 55th Street, Brooklyn, NY 11220 
www.LutheranMedicalCenter.com 




BAILOUT... 

Continued from page 1 

entire project — and more loopholes to not build. 

In the “modified general project plan,” the ESDC ad- 
mitted that it is only currently moving to acquire the eight- 
acre site above the railyards at the corner of Atlantic and 
Flatbush avenues, while the remaining 14 acres are off the 
table indefinitely. 

For now, the ESDC is sticking to the line that the full 
“Atlantic Yards” project will someday be built. 

“The remainder of the site will be acquired when nec- 
essary for development,” Steve Matlin, the ESDC’s coun- 
sel, told the agency’s board on Tuesday. 

The “remainder” includes the vast majority of the 2,250 
below-market-rate housing and open space that was part 
of the project when it was originally approved in Decem- 
ber, 2006 — key public benefits that greased the approval 
process of the highly controversial project. 

Under the new plan, Ratner would complete the proj- 
ect by 2019, but the pact is also laced with escape clauses 
that allow the developer to walk away or postpone what 
was once supposed to be a 22-acre mega-project in Pros- 
pect Heights. The developer need only cite “adverse eco- 
nomic conditions . . . over an extensive period of time,” ac- 
cording to a memo describing the deal. 

Matlin said a new deal was a do-or-die situation. 

“Without these changes, the project cannot move for- 
ward,” Matlin said. 

MTA board members used the same kind of language 
in their 10-2 vote the next day. 

“This is actually [still] a good win,” said Jeff Kay, a 
board member. 

But one of the two “no” votes on the board said the tran- 
sit agency was not getting the best deal. 

“The only issue facing me is whether the MTA is get- 
ting a fair market deal for its property,” said board member 
Mitchell Pally. “I did not believe it four years ago when I 
voted against it, and I believe the same thing today.” 

Local elected officials were also troubled by the vote. 

“This is a massive giveaway of our public assets,” said 
Councilwoman Letitia James (D-Prospect Heights). 

“They’ve reduced the [amount of] affordable housing, 
the open space is off the table, and the capacity of the rai- 
lyards is smaller. It’s literally a disappearing act.” 

Forest City Ratner Vice President Bruce Bender dis- 
missed the notion that the project was being “bailed out” 
by state officials. 

“This is not a bailout,” he told The Brooklyn Paper. 
“The changes made this week were necessary to advance 
this project to closing this fall. 

“This is an economic stimulus for the borough,” he 
added. “If we can put a shovel in the ground, that’s a tre- 
mendous thing for Brooklyn.” 

Ratner must begin work on the arena before the end 
of the year or risk a large cost increase when new federal 
tax rules governing the use of bonds for stadium deals 
go into effect. 

Many merchants support the proposed arena because it 
is expected to generate lots of foot traffic on the 41 nights 
when the future Brooklyn Nets are playing at home. 

“It’s much needed in the evening hours,” said Alan Rosen, 
the owner of Junior’s restaurant. 


Sell your home 
for a lower 
commission! 
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Co-brokered professional service 

Sales FULL MARKETING 

AND EXPOSURE 

One of New York’s best brokers with over 700 
transactions in Brooklyn and Manhattan since 
1996 joins NYC fastest growing real estate company. 

JESSE TEMPLE 

Senior Vice President / Associate Broker 
Office: 212-688-1000 Direct: 917-459-8018 
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RINGLING WAR! 

One circus, two reviewers, three-ring mayhem 

Dooley’s wrong! 
This circus rocks 



Rats! Dooley say Diana Vedyashkina's mini-dog act was too small for the big top. 


‘Greatest show’ 
misses the mark 


I f there is one single moment in the 
new Ringling Bros, and Barnum & 
Bailey production under the big top 
in Coney Island that captures the flaw of 
this one-ring circus, it is midway through 
the first act, when the stunning Diana 
Vedyashkina walks onto the stage sur- 
rounded by rats. 

Oh, sorry, they were not rats. They 
were dachshunds. 

Were they cute? Of course. Where they 
talented? Absolutely. Could they do feats 
of acrobatics of which I was incapable 
even as a young virile man? Certainly. 

But were they virtually impossible to 
see? Alas, yes. 

Vedyashkina’s canine calisthenics were 


J Dooley 

Noted 

By Thurston Dooley III 

just one example of a Ringling Brothers 
show that could neither fill expectations 
nor the big tent next to the Abe Stark ice 

The show’s scale and grandeur is al- 
most always off. The second act, for ex- 
ample, opens with workers installing a 
See DOOLEY on page 11 



The Butcher of 
Flatbush Ave. 
Extension 
By 


I f you attend the “Boom A Ring” circus 
on Coney Island and don’t have a good 
time, you don’t have a soul. 

I say that because it had been 19 years, 
give or take, since I last saw a circus, and 
as I entered the big top for the first time 
as an adult, I wondered if I’d outgrown 
the juvenile passions to which the Ring- 
ling Bros, and Barnum & Bailey perfor- 
mance caters. 

Lo and behold, I had not. Contrary to 
what others might think, I’m pleased to 
say that the “Boom a Ring” extravaganza 
proves that I’m still young at heart, which 
is more than I can say for the curmud- 
geonly review by my colleague Thurston 
Dooley III. 

Going to the circus is not just a man- 
datory chore for parents. Though heavily 
merchandised now, the spirit of RT. Bar- 
num’s uproarious contribution to popu- 
lar culture pervades the tented specta- 
cle and offers a much-needed break from 
routine evening excursions, like dinner 

The cirque’s main appeal are the stunts 
with a high risk factor. Nothing says “fun” 
like watching another human imperil his 
own life. The Los Scolas trio is poised un- 
derfire on the rotating double gyroscope. 



Toss up: The big top was filled with 
thrills, chills at the Ringling Bros, 
and Barnum & Bailey "Boom a 
Ring" production in Coney Island. 

And the element of danger is even more 
thrilling in the antics of Liina Aunola and 
her flight on the chair swing and rope. 

See BUTCHER on page 11 


COFFEE 


Happy joe 

The coffee is fantastic. The servers are 
friendly. And there are flowers on the wall. 

So why is Park Slope’s newest java bar called 
“Cafe Grumpy”? 

“Wenamedour first 
location [in 2005] as a 
sarcastic comment on 
the snooty espresso cul- 
ture a few years ago,” 
said co-owner Caroline 
Bell (pictured). 

That Greenpoint lo- 
cation led to a second 
coffee shrine in Man- 
hattan in 2006 — the Chelsea shop where none 
other than Starbucks CEO Howard Schultz had 
a cup of Cafe Grumpy joe, brewed in one of 
those $10,000 Clover machines, and promptly 
bought the appliance maker. 

Yes, Cafe Grumpy coffee is that good. Bell 
and her husband Chris Timbrell offer a revolv- 
ing slate of meticulously selected beans — 
including a Costa Rican Monte Cristol (with 
hints of “nuts and red berries”) — that are all 
ground to order on the spot. 

Andy ou can taste the berries . But this ain’t diner 
joe; prices start at $2.25 for a 12-ounce cup. 

Bell lives in Park Slope, so she knows that 
there are at least 700 places within three blocks 
of Cafe Grumpy to get a cup of coffee, but she 
thinks her little cafe — which offers Blue Sky 
Bakery muffins and nothing else — is doing 
something unique. 

“We’re not a place to type away at your lap- 
top or get lunch,” she said. “We’re a place to 
get a great cup of coffee.” 

Cafe Grumpy [383 Seventh Ave., between 
11th and 12th streets in Park Slope, no phone 
yet]. — Gersh Kuntzman 



‘Fix’ is in 


Yes, one of Brooklyn’s best record stores is 
moving out of its home of five years, but Sound 
Fix owner James Bradley has some good news 
for his customers, too: Live music performances 
will return! 

In-store appearances 
at the Bedford Avenue 
vinyl and CD emporium 
helped define Sound 
Fix — until neighbors 
complained and the 
shows were halted. 

They’ll return at the 
Berry Street location. 

“Record stores all 
over the nation [have live music],” said Brad- 
ley (pictured). “Why can’t we?” 

Bradley also hopes to expand the listen- 
ing section of the store, which he feels is too 
cramped in the current location. 

The new store will open in early Septem- 
ber in a building that will also house a wine 
bar, a BBQ restaurant and a dance club. 

Sound Fix [for now at 110 Bedford Ave. 
at N. 11th Street in Williamsburg, (718) 388- 
8090], Opening in September at 44 Berry St., 
at N. 11th Street. — Jacob Kleinman 






Indie day 

Forget the BBQ and drop those hot dogs 
this Fourth of July — and get ready for a real 
celebration of indie-pendence. 

On July 3 and 4, the two leading indie re- 
cord labels in Brooklyn — Woodsist and Cap- 
tured Track — will join forces to bring a leg- 
endary assemblage of indie bands to the 979 
Broadway Backyard. 

The show will feature both veterans and new- 
comers to the indie scene, including the ground- 
breakmgCrystalShltsandtheharmomous,rhythm 
twisting trio of the Vivian Girls (pictured). 

Sure, you’ll miss the fireworks on July 4, 
but the fest is full of musical pyrotechnics, 
including Thee Oh Sees, Kid Romance, the 
Beets, and the Beachniks. 

It’s going to be a garage-rock classic, so get 
your tickets now. 

"Woodsist/Captured Tracks Fest" at the 
979 Broadway Backyard (979 Broadway be- 
tween Myrtle Avenue and Ditmars Street 
in Bushwick). Tickets are $15 per day ($27 
for both days). For info, visit www.last.fm/ 
event/1 07741 9. — Thomas Nocera 





BBQ GRILLS 

SAVE 10% 

ON ALL 

WEBER ^ 
GRILLS 

with this ad 


AMERICAN 


We Appreciate Your Business! 


85 Court Street in Downtown Brooklyn 
Open 7 Days A Week • (TIS9B • (718) 243-0844 
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WHERE TO GO 


EDITORS' PICKS 


WINE BAR 
CHEESES 

HOMEMADE 

PASTAS 


SATURDAY SUNDAY 

June 27 June 28 

Mamma 
mia! 

Fine Italian food pre- 
pared by an expert 
chef for cheap! Now 
that's a spicy deal! 

Chow down on some 
victuals prepared by 


THURSDAY SATURDAY 


July 2 


July 4 



\ 

BRICK 

M jiOgL OVEN 
PIZZA 

PANINIS 


to table manners. It's the hottest day of 

There'll also be the year ^ radal 



OPEN: Sunday— Wednesday, Noon-11 pm; 
Thursday, Noon-Midnight; Friday & Saturday, Noon-1 am 



Talk to the 
Call to schedule your 

free consultation: NEW YORK UNIVERSITY 

ooo o-™ COLLEGE of DENTISTRY 
| 998-9700 345 East 24th 


« WERE 
L2k EXPANDING . 
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Andrea Bunis 

MANAGEMENT, INC. 

REAL ESTATE MANAGEMENT 


NOW SERVING BROOKLYN 


We’d like to welcome: 

39 Plaza Street 
45 Plaza Street 
60 Plaza Street 
759 President Street 
Seaview Estates Condominium 
We’d love for you to be next! 

Contact Alex Rovan for a free consultation 

212.302.5544 

www.AndreaBunisMgmt.com 
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Deli finds the sweet path to success 


R obicelli’s Gourmet Market has 
found the perfect cure for the 
recession blues: cupcakes. 
The year-old Third Avenue gro- 
cery was struggling month-to-month 
until married co-owners Matthew 
and Allison Robicelli started mak- 
ing their own baked goods. 

Now, they canbarely keep up with 
demand — and that’s in a neighbor- 
hood known , believe it or not , for its 
exemplary cupcakes, such as those 
crafted at the Little Cupcake Bake- 
shop further down Third Avenue and 
at the Ivy Bakery on 87th Street. 

“I travelled two hours on the sub- 
way to try these cupcakes, and I will 
gladly travel two hours again to 
get another one.” one customer told 


Robin Robicelli the other day. 

These aren’t just boring old choc- 
olate, vanilla, or red velvet treats. The 
Robicellis have put their experience 
as gourmet chefs to use, crafting what 
have become known as Bay Ridge’s 
best — and only — “extreme” cup- 
cakes. The snacks have earned their 
name for cramming various far-flung 
ingredients into a single dessert (see 
chart below). 

Every week, the deli offers up a 
different selection, from Allison’s 
classic carrot cupcake to her hus- 
band’s most-adventurous creation, 
the Elvis, which comprises abanana 
cupcake, peanut butter frosting and 
candied bacon bits. 

It’s all icing on the cake now, but 
it didn’t look good almost from the 
day Robicelli’s opened on Sept. 28, 
2008. The next day, the stock mar- 


ket dropped 686 points. The Robi- 
cellis got back to work, maintaining 
a nice selection of prepared foods, 
gourmet groceries and cheeses, and 
organic deli meats, but the future 


rright. 


did n< 

Robicelli suggested that they 
start baking pastries, which soon 
led to dispute over who could craft 
the best cupcakes. 

They “battled” it out — and cus- 
tomers won. Nowadays, The Ro- 
bicellis bake a batch in the morn- 
ing, and all the cupcakes are gone 

Robicelli's [8511 Third Ave, be- 
tween 85th and 86th streets in Bay 
Ridge, (718) 748-6804]; Ivy Bak- 
ery [278 87th St, at Third Avenue, 
(718) 833-1626]; Little Cupcake 
Bakeshop [9102 Third Ave., at 91st 
Street, (718) 6 80-4465], 



PERFORMING ARTS PROGRAM Of 

BRIC ARTS | MEDIA | BKLYN 


THUR > 7/02 >7:0 


Obie Bermudez 

CuCu Diamantes | Rebel Diaz 

| Latin pop, salsa, funk, and punk 


Rock cakes: Robicelli's owner (and spouses) Matthew and Al- 
lison Robicelli make some great cupcakes (including one Elvis- 
inspired variety with candied bacon). 


RIDGE CUPCAKE WAR! 

Move over Magnolia, Bay Ridge has not one, not two, but three bakeries vying for best 
cupcake. We put the Little Cupcake Bakeshop, Ivy Bakery and Robicelli's Gourmet Mar- 
ket in the ring together and let them battle it out: 




Quirky and 
selective. 

The "Elvis" 
consists of a 
banana cup- _ 
cake with peanut butter 
icing and candied bacon 
bits on top. Favors a soft, 
light icing style. 


"Oh my God" these cup- 
cakes are good, thanks to 
their "very light" frosting. 
The combinations will 
"blow your mind" though 
the cake is "a little dry." 


More than J 
20 daily 
selections, " 
and the red 
velvet is the 
best we've ever tasted. 
Icings are sugary, but 


These "perfect cupcakes" 
combine "child-like sug- 
ariness" and "high-end 
craftsmanship." They're 
so "soft and fluffy" that 
one is "never enough." 


eluding th< 
standards and 
deluxe models, such 
an excellent German 
chocolate cake. Icings 
are buttery. 


The "sweetest" cup- 
cakes in Bay Ridge, 
they are "delicious," 
even if they're "a little 
heavy." 


Sandwich star 



I f the banh mi sandwich is a sym- 
bol of French colonialism in Viet- 
nam, then the Polish-style banh 
mi at Silent H in Williamsburg is mi is a cross-cultural culinary tri- munity — 
an emblem of the gentrification of umph, all Brooklynites — no mat- 
North Brooklyn. ter their perspective on the influx 

Just as the most adamant anti- of young, artsy, and increasingly 
imperialists can agree that the banh wealthy residents in the Polish com- 


i agree that this sand- 
wich is marvelous. 

The so-called “Greenpoint” banh 
mi ($6.50) starts like any Vietnam- 
ese sandwich: with afresh French ba- 


guette layered with pick- 
led carrots and daikon, 
| whichgivethesandwich 
j a light, slightly sweet, 
= summery taste. 

■J Next, add a coat of 
I Vietnamese aioli,afew 
j, diced jalapeno peppers, 
o several sprigs of cilan- 
a tro, and a slathering of 
* pate and you’re on your 
way to the classic vari- 
eties of banh mi that are popular at 
Brooklyn joints like Hanco’s, Nicky’s, 
and Ba Xuyen. 

But instead of topping it off with 
Vietnamese cold cuts a la Ho Chi 


Minh City, the chefs at SilentH draw 
their influence from Huron Street by 
incorporating sliced Greenpoint kiel- 
basa — turning this multi-national, 
pan-ethnic,post-racial sandwich into 
a veritable melting pot on bread. 

The result is a richer, smokier 
Vietnamese sandwich that doesn’t 
compromise the banh mi’s refresh- 
ing flavor. 

A sandwich this good makes you 
wish the French had invaded Po- 
land, too. 

Silent H [79 Berry Street be- 
tween N. Ninth and N. lOthstreets 
in Williamsburg, (718) 218-7063], 
Lunch only. Closed Monday. 




Follow | White W on 
>ubMy 

twitter 

twitter.com/rwbubbly 

Stay updated on events, tastings 
and specials in real time! 



Red White &I3ubbb 

211 Fifth Avenue 

(between Union & President) 

Park Slope (718) 636-9463 
www.redwhiteandbubbly.com 

Open Mon-Sat: lOam-lOpm, Sun: 12pm-8pm ESI® 



Are those 


PANTS? 


RECYCLE YOUR 

s 


— 


AT CENYCS GREENMARKET! 


Every Friday, 8am-2pm 
97th Street Greenmarket 

97th St. & Columbus Ave 

Every Saturday, 8am-6pm 
Union Square Greenmarket 

Every Saturday, 8am-4pm 
Grand Army Plaza Greenmarket 

NW Entrance to Prospect Park 


Every Sunday, 8am-4pm 
Tompkins Square Greenmarket 

East 7th St. & Ave A 

Every Monday, 8am-6pm 
Union Square Greenmarket 


Questions? Visit us at 
www.cenyc.org/clothing 


<s 
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LIST YOUR EVENT.^ 

To list your event in Nine Days In Brooklyn, please give us two 
weeks notice or more. Send your listing by e-mail: calendar@ 
cnglocal.com; or by mail: GO Brooklyn, The Brooklyn Paper, 
One Metrotech Center North, Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
Listings are free and printed on a space available basis. We 


TO ETERY R Ledb^BigO™™" See 9 DAYS on page 1 3 


, TREES, POTTERY, STATUARY 

MS NOT ir 


Mill-Lane / Dragonetti 
Garden Center Nursery 

1875 Ralph Avenue (Between Flatlands 
Ave. & Ave. J) Across From Arch Diner 
(718) 241-3172 

Open 7 Days • Most Major Credit Cards Accepted 

Your Propane Exchange Headquarters 


Sip BHli CLEflRANC 


50% OF 
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Put your flippers together for amazing acrobatics and 
fishy feedings at the Sea Lion Celebration. And don’t 
miss the new Planet Earth: Shallow Seas 4-D Experience, 
an underwater silver screen adventure with real wind, 
mist and scent special effects. 

Presented by: pepsi 



NEW YORK 
ACtUARIUM 

nyaquarium.com 
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Kids 


cook! 


Surprise! Teen Spirit is 18 


T een Spirit turned 18 
last week, but Smart- 
mom and Hepcat 
couldn’t figure out how to 
celebrate the big milestone. 

They suggested a birthday 
dinner at Daisy’s Diner, his 
favorite local restaurant, but 
Teen Spirit already had plans 
to party with his friends. 

They suggested a birthday 
breakfast at Donuts Coffee 
Shop on Seventh Avenue, his 
favorite breakfast spot, ' 


surprise party for his birth- 
day and I said absolutely not. 
Naturally, this means that I 
am throwing one! I have an 
idea for a plan, but I have to 
run it by you first.” 

Smartmomknew what was 
coming, but she was glad that 
her son’s friend was “running 
it by her first.” 

“I am going to come over 
te late m 


ing/noonandtakehimoutof , . 

thehouse. Around 1:30, peo- that 



mAtnnm 


By Louise Crawford 


the idea of 10 or 
20oftheminher 
dining room was 
unnerving. What 
would they eat, 
what would they 
drink? Would 
they drink? 

Smartmom 
got right back to 
the friend, telling 


ite party foods: tortilla chips, 
spicy salsa and Mug RootBeer. 
Since he doesn’t like birthday 
cake, Smartmom bought two 
pounds of rainbow cookies at 
D’Vine Taste. 

The next day, Smartmom 
had an early appointment and 
left Hepcat in charge. 

“I’ll watch over this sur- 
prise party thing,” he told 
Smartmom bravely. The 
Oh So Feisty One was de- 
termined NOT to be home 


eating chips in the living room 
and packing up things like 
juice boxes (how retro) for 
their picnic in the park. Teen 
Spirit looked happy. 

“This restored my faith 
in my friends,” Smartmom 
heard Teen Spirit say. 

Smartmom was pleased. 
How lucky he is to have a 
great group of friends and one 
friend in particular willing to 
go the distance to make his 
birthday wish c 



Summer Mini-Camp 
Birthday parties! 

Classes meet at The Moxie Spot 

81 Atlantic Ave, Brooklyn Heights 
To register, call Jane at 

(718) 797-0029 




Summer Fencing Camps 

at BROOKLYN FgNCING CeNTSR 

Beginners welcome! 
Rges 7 & up 

Next session begins July 20th 

R€GIST€R NOW! 


Fourth St (corner of Hoyt) • (718) 522-5822 
uiuiuj.BrooklynFencing.com 




His 'dog' days of parenting 

OSS o,Th C 






^v-^Art & Framing Gallery 

INTRODUCTORY SALE 

Custom Picture Framing Offer 

*VkidzV* 


583 



bring any children's Artwork 

now through June 30 

40S 

regular price* 

s Art Only. Please no Substitutes 
@6e>Ut£ t&e ’WtemcatA 
*Select samples only. 

tie Avenue (near Classon) 
( 718 ) 857-0074 

truly custom frame Est.1991 



SUMMER AT 

#U00S 



DAY SCHOOL, INC. 


COME JOIN IN THE FUN 


• Water Play * Music & Movement 

• Sprinklers • Gym Facilities 

• Large Outdoor Yard • Art Projects 

• Spacious Classrooms 

A professional staff provides a warm stimulating 
environment for your child 2.3-5 years old 

2, 3, 4, or 5 mornings, afternoons or full days. 

it St. 718-230-5255 


Family Dental Studio, P.C. 


E HOURS BY APPOINTMENT 


kids love them. Better still, B2 and C2. 

Ring n [WeJt‘Tl d Street 1 be- 


Open 6 Days A Week • Serving Greenpoint for Over a Decade 

Dr. Pawel Dyczek 
Dr. Anna Dyczek 


(718) 389-8200 
(718) 389-0077 
(718) 389-5387 cell 



available from most other 

ocy 


SDC (7732) • www.parkslopedaycamp.com 
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OUR OPINION 


ALL DRAWN OUT 


Yards deal is a bailout 


T here is no better word than “bail- 
out” to describe the efforts of the 
Metropolitan Transportation Au- 
thority this week in propping up devel- 
oper Bruce Ratner’s arena, residential 
and office complex near the corner of 
Atlantic and Flatbush Avenues. 

Under the provisions of a deal inked 
on Wednesday, Ratner now need only pay 
$20 million, rather than $100 million, to 
begin construction of his basketball arena 
and one to four towers around it. 

And the MTA, which needed its own 
taxpayer bailout and is, in fact, raising 
fares next week, also reduced Ratner’s 
responsibility for infrastructure improve- 
ments at the railyard over which he hopes 
to build. 

By most estimates, that move alone 
could save Ratner $100 million to $200 
million. 

Some Atlantic Yards supporters insist 
— in the words of Forest City Ratner 
Vice President Bruce Bender — that this 
new deal is “not a bailout.” On Thurs- 
day, Bender told The Brooklyn Paper: 


“The changes made this week were nec- 
essary to advance this project to clos- 
ing this fall.” 

We agree that government can — and 
often should — play a role in helping 
development. But the MTA’s responsi- 
bility is to the taxpayer, not the devel- 

While we have long supported the 
idea of an arena at the site — and, in- 
deed, took intense heat from our read- 
ers last week for reiterating that support 
— we have also lambasted the MTA for 
what we have always called “the Origi- 
nal Sin” of Atlantic Yards, namely sell- 
ing Ratner the development rights over 
the railyard for a mere $100 million. 

That price was substantially less than 
the MTA’s own appraised value. And it 
was $50 million less than Extell Devel- 
opment, another qualified bidder, of- 

At the time, the MTA said it accepted 
Ratner’s lower bid because he intended 
to make such a substantial renovation 
of the railyards. 


Well, this week we saw where that 

We do not blame Bruce Ratner for 
fighting for the best deal for himself and 
for an arena that we believe would be 
good for Brooklyn. But we are no lon- 
ger alone in maintaining that the MTA, 
which made the original deal under Gov. 
Pataki, is misusing its resources as in- 
eptly under Gov. Paterson. 

This week, the New York Post edito- 
rial page, which has cheered the project 
at every turn, called for the MTA to hold 
up the terms of the original deal, say- 
ing that this week’s bailout “would be 
a bum deal even if the MTA was roll- 
ing in dough. 

“If the climate is so bad today that a 
major developer . . . like Forest City can’t 
raise $100 million, what hope is there 
that it’ll be able to raise $4 billion-plus 
to cover the entire project’s costs?” the 
Post asked. “The MTA needs to watch 
its wallet. It can’t afford to subsidize pri- 
vate developers, and it shouldn’t try.” 

We agree. 



Barclays * 

Atlantic Ave Subway 


LETTERS 


Some readers react harshly to our arena editoral 


To the editor, 

Ralph Waldo Emerson railed 
against “foolish consistency.” 
Surely he had even less respect 
for foolish inconsistency. 

A newspaper’s editorial opin- 
ion means nothing if it is incon- 
sistent. In your editorial (“Just do 
it,” June 11), The Brooklyn Pa- 
per seems to be priding itself on 
some imagined consistency when 
it advocates for a taxpayer-funded 
arena on top of private property, 
city streets and the Vanderbilt rail- 
yards — part of the proposed At- 
lantic Yards project — even more 
vehemently now that starchitect 
Frank Gehry has been dropped 
from the whole project. 

But The Paper is downright de- 


Send a letter 

By e-mail: 

newsroom@cnglocal.com 
By mail: Letters, The Brooklyn 
Paper, One Metrotech Center, 
Suite 1001, Brooklyn, NY 11201. 
All letters must be signed and 

and phone number (only the writ- 
er's name and neighborhood are 
published with the letter). Letters 
may be edited and will not be 


fensive in its claims of consistency. 
That defensiveness is understand- 
able because there is nothing con- 
sistent in The Paper’s opinion. In 
March, 2008, it editorialized: 

“The state must take back the 
development rights over the rail- 
yards andput them out forbid. Do- 
ing so would not only cleanse ate 
officials of the Original Sin of At- 
lantic Yards (namely selling Rat- 
ner the air rights for $100 million 
less than their appraised value), but 
it would also set right Bruce Rat- 
ner’s very wrong project.” 

So, while The Paper may now 
claim it has always wanted this 

ally supported Ratner’s plan and 
never supported eminent domain 
or public subsidies upon which the 
arena and the rest of the project 
are dependent. 

Did “Bruce Ratner’s very wrong 
project” suddenly become very 
rightbecause the developer dumped 
the architect whose reputation he 
levered for project approval? 

The Paper of late likes to make 
the argument that we need this arena 
now more than ever because of the 
state of the economy, that the arena 
“will be an economic engine.” We 
need this arena like a hole in the 
headnow. It wouldbe amoney-loser 
for the city, and is the chief impedi- 


ment to the creation of truly afford- 
able housing and union construc- 
tion jobs over the rail yards. 

For us, the issue isn’t who the 
arena’s architect is (though the 
bait-and-switch with Gehry is 
emblematic of a project defined 
by multiple bait-and-switches on 
cost, housing, public space and 
design, to name just a few). The 
concept of an arena simultane- 

middle of and on top of an ex- 
isting residential community, is 

ing regulations which were over- 
ridden in a state takeover of the 
Atlantic Yards site — part of the 
“Original Sin” that The Paper ed- 
itorialized against last year. 

But that editorial is from the 
pre-Rupert Murdoch era, not that 
we think The Paper’s new owner- 
ship has anything to do with the 
inconsistent editorial opinion ex- 
pressed in its pages. 

Daniel Goldstein, 
Prospect Heights 
The writer is the spokesman for 
Develop Don't Destroy Brook- 
lyn, and lives on Pacific Street 
in the Atlantic Yards footprint. 

To the editor, 

Just do it??????? 

Are you f— ing kidding me? 


On the front page of our news- 
paper???? 

You f— ing traitor!!!!!!!!!!!!! 

Just build a f— ing shack so 
Ratner can make money??????? 
What the f-???? 

Do you have any princi- 
ples??? Do you have any balls at 
all???? 

“Just do it”???? I’ll just stop 
reading the only paper that told 
the truth!!! 

Holy f-!! I’m disgusted!!!!!!! 

Shame on you! !!!!!! 

Shame on you!!!!!!!! 

Robert Frumkin, 
Prospect Heights 

To the editor, 

The firing of Frank Gehry and 
the evolution of Atlantic Yards 
ought to provide a moment for 
reflection regarding the role of 
architecture, hubris, politics, and 
planning in our city. Will we con- 
tinue to see another development 
deal, another architect, another 
political legacy all intertwined 
in a misbegotten attempt to con- 
trol what perhaps should not be 
controlled? 

The beauty and diversity of a 
great city has always been more 
than a single author can success- 
fully imagine. Our worst legacy is 
our failed master plans with their 


projects, urban renewal, super- 
blocks, and highways that have 
destroyed and isolated neighbor- 
hoods. Our most humane urban 
environments are those that grew 
incrementally, responding to our 
needs as they arose and reflect- 
ing the rich tapestry of human 
expression. 

So if development of the At- 
lantic Yards is to progress — 
and I doubt that anyone would 
argue that the corner of Atlan- 
tic and Flatbush or its open rail 
lines should remain as is — 
let’s strategize the most effec- 
tive approach for its realization. 
Thoughtful urban design will be 
crucial in creating a successful 
scheme. Gehry is out, but there 
are some simple urban principles 
regarding the creation of great 
public spaces that should be di- 
rectly employed: such as insur- 
ing human scale and fostering 
activity and human interaction 
at the street level. 

The problem with a complex, 
mixed-use scheme is that all of its 
parts must be viable at the same 
time for it to succeed. Perhaps 
Brooklyn’s lower density does not 
justify the kind of intense mixed 
use concentration proposed in this 
scheme. 

A great architectural solution is 


essential . Great design need not be 
a luxury reserved for flush times 
and there are many fine examples 
to this effect. At a time when re- 
sources are precious and morale 
is low, a project that is publicly 
funded should be nothing less then 
excellent and inspiring. 

Unfortunately, the images of 
Ellerbe Becket’s arena scheme ap- 
pear to be a recycled Conseco 
Fieldhouse dressed with subur- 
ban-scaled retail on the street 
level. It represents both a failure 
to grasp the principles of urban 
design and a failure of architec- 
tural imagination. 

Let us engage our most talented 
designers and let us see the alter- 
natives to this mediocre scheme. 
Let’s insist on the best results for 
Brooklyn, for New York, for ar- 
chitecture, for urban design and 
for the people. There is no excuse 
for less. 

James Garrison, DUMBO 

The principal 

To the editor, 

I am the parent of a student 
who attends St. Saviour Elemen- 
tary School (“Catholic school par- 
ents see only turmoil in Flanagan’s 
wake,” June 4). I was very selec- 
tive in choosing a school for my 


daughter to attend. I looked into 
multiple schools before making 
the final decision to send her to 
St. Saviour because of its good 
reputation and the great academic 
success it has had. 

St. Saviour has continued to 
thrive under Principal Flanagan’s 
leadership. The school’s success 
has next to nothing to do with 
Rev. Daniel Murphy, who has not 
even stepped foot into the school 

St. Saviour Elementary 
School has had many graduates 
who have successfully gone on 
to high schools and colleges of 
their choice. Many of these stu- 
dents earned scholarships. In fact, 
the number of the scholarships 
given to students at St. Saviour 
over the last 25 years (under Prin- 
cipal Flanagan) should speak for 
itself! 

Why would Rev. Murphy want 
to fix something that is not bro- 
ken? He mishandled this entire sit- 
uation from the very beginning. 
It is our children and their edu- 
cation that are going to suffer the 
consequences. I am outraged over 
his decision not to renew James 
Flanagan’s contract. 

Joyce Pisciotta, Bath Beach 


If you receive care at 
The Brooklyn Hospital Center there’s 
something you should know 


Patients’ satisfaction with their 
hospitals is tied to the quality of care 
they receive. Good outcomes depend 
on the number of patients for which 
your RN is responsible. 

Recent scientific studies have found that: 

• High caseloads for nurses can put patients at risk. The likelihood 
of a patient dying increases 31% if a nurse cares for eight patients 
instead of four.* 

• 24% of unanticipated patient deaths and permanent loss of 
function are related to inadequate numbers of nurses. ** 

• Pressure sores, pneumonia, and postoperative and urinary tract 
infections were found to be significantly lower when registered 
nurse staffing was higher. *** 

* Journal of the American Medical Association (2002). 
** Joint Commission on Accreditation of Healthcare Organizations (2002). 

*** American Nurses Association (January 1997). 

Help us to ensure quality care. Contact Dr. Richard Becker, 
The Brooklyn Hospital Center President and CEO, at 
718-250-8005 or rbb9002@nyp.org. Tell him to increase 
the number of RNs caring for patients at The Brooklyn 
Hospital Center. 

Support your Brooklyn Hospital Center Registered Nurses. 

www.nysna.org 



A message from the Brooklyn Hospital Center RNs and the 

New York State 

Biuaass 

ASSOCIATION 
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City pedals Hamilton Av lane 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

The ever-expanding net- 
work of bike lanes will pene- 
trate deeper into Carroll Gar- 
dens and Red Hook later this 
summer as the city paints 
fresh routes on Ninth and 
Columbia streets. 

In the biggest news, the De- 
partment of Transportation 
will extend the existing N inth 
Street stripe for cyclists from 
Third Avenue to Hamilton 
Avenue in July. From there, 
it will link up with a popu- 
lar northbound bicycle route 
on Clinton Street by adding a 



MEAN 

Streets 


The battle for Brooklyn's byways 


cates are happy 

attempting to 
tame a piece of 
unruly Hamil- 

one-block long lane on con- ton Avenue, which is altema- 
gested Hamilton Avenue. tively clogged with Battery 
“Improving safety and tunnel- or Brooklyn-Queens 
mobility are key goals, and Expressway-bound traffic or 
enhancing this existing bike a drag strip for motorists dur- 
route helps to do both by con- ing off-hours, 
necting our bike network “It’s been part of a route 
while calming traffic along that people from Park Slope 
the corridor,” agency spokes- are taking to get to the Brook- 


lyn Bridge, so they’re going 
to have to negotiate Hamilton 
Avenue no matter what,” said 
Wiley Norvell, a spokesman 
for Transportation Alterna- 
tives. “Cyclists are already 
there and any street can be 
made safer if you have the 
right type of lane.” 

lanes in both directions will 
run from West Ninth Street 
to Bay Street and are part of 
a larger effort to control traffic 
on the wide boulevard. The city 
will create more parking spaces 
by creating diagonal spots in- 
stead of parallel parking and 


alsobuildamedianto give pe- 
destrians safe passage while 
crossing the street. 

“It’s a very wide, unregu- 
lated street,” said Craig Ham- 
merman, district manager of 
Community Board 6. Ham- 
merman inspected the area 
with residents of the nearby 
Red Hook Houses and rep- 
resentatives of the Depart- 
ment of Transportation be- 
fore all concluded that the 
lane was appropriate. 

“The changes were univer- 
sally held as a step in the right 
direction as a way to make it 
safe for everyone,” he said. 



The city will extend the Ninth Street bike lane to Hamilton Avenue (above) — 
and then add a bike connection to Clinton Street. 



There were lots of cars at Ikea's opening last year. 


Ikea finds fewer customers are driving to outlet 


By Mike McLaughlin 

The Brooklyn Paper 

Fewer people are driving 
to the one-year-old Ikea in 
Red Hook than the Swed- 
ish superstore expected, but 
big box traffic is exacer- 
bating backups at a histor- 
ically pesky intersection, a 
new study finds. 

Before its opening last 


June, the Swedish furnishings 
giant expected that 95 per- 
cent of its shoppers would ar- 

days and 80 percent would 
do so on busy weekends in 
a worse case scenario. 

But an analysis conducted 
this spring and presented this 
week to Community Board 6 
revealed that the number was 


far less — 71 percent of week- 
day visitors came by car and 
64 percent on Saturdays and 
Sundays. 

“The best news of all was 
that they far exceeded their ini- 
tial projections of how many 
people would be traveling to 
the store by shuttle, ferry ser- 
vice and bus, ’’said CraigHam- 
merman, district manager of 


Community Board 6, who’s 
also an inductee into the na- 
scent New York City Hall of 
Fame. “The numbers were 
much more in line with what 
the community desired.” 

But Ikea has had some 
growing pains, too. 

Since it opened, the chronic 
snarling of drivers at Hamil- 
ton Avenue waiting to turn 


left onto Court Street during 
rush hour and on the week- 
end has gotten worse. 

Taken overall, however, 
the findings in the report, 
conducted for Ikea by Sam 
Schwartz, may dispel con- 
cern that the enormous store 
and its 1,400 -space parking 
lot would be a car magnet. 

Still, some Red Hookers 


said that the store is still hav- 
ing a negative impact. 

“There’s been a signifi- 
cant increase in air pollution 
in the area immediately adja- 
cent to [the store],” said John 
McGettrick of the Red Hook 
Civic Association. The sprawl- 
ing park lies due east of Ikea 
and along one of the princi- 
pal routes to the retailer. 


9 DAYS... 

Continued from page 10 
See Saturday, June 27. 

ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, June 27. 

BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
See Saturday, June 27. 

FARMERS MARKET: Free. 11 
am-5 pm. J.J. Byrne Park 
(Fifth Avenue and Fourth 
Street in Park Slope). 

ART IN THE PARK: Outdoor 


Garden (Shore Road and 
Bay Ridge Avenue in Bay 
Ridge), www.narrowsbg. 
org. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: Free. 11 

am-6 pm. Under the Brook- 
lyn Bridge [Water Street 

DUMBO], www.brown- 
stoner.com/brooklynflea. 
RECORD RIOT: Giant used 
music sale. DJs spin, and 

$3 ($20 for 10 am early 

Warsaw [261 DriggsAve. 
at Eckford Street in Green- 
point, (718) 387-0505]. 

OTHER 

IRISH FESTIVAL: See Satur- 
day, June 27. 

VANDERBILT AVENUE GOES 
CAR-FREE: Live music, art, 


.. . Prospect Heights, (718) 
398-7380], www.phndc.org. 
NYC ZINE FEST: See Satur- 


pm, 3:15 pm, 6 pm, 9pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 


BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS. 
HUDSON VALLEY: $8-$15. 
5 pm. Keyspan Park [1904 


ART CLOSING RECEPTION: 


Free. 6-8 pm. 
Gowanus [543 


FILM, "BOTTLE SHOCK": 

7:30 pm. Enoteca on Court 
[347 Court St. at Union 


bana Outpost [757 Fulton 
St. at S. Portland Avenue 
in Fort Greene, (718)858- 
9500], www.ecoeatery. 


READING, MONICA FER- 
RELL: Author of "The An- 
swer is Always Yes." Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 


FILM, "MARKETA LA- 
ZAROVA": $11.7:30 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Av 
near St. Felix Street in l _ . 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 




FILM, "SORELLE": Marco Bel- 

6-1 C Ipm S Brooklyn Acad^ 1 
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718)636- 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS. 
HUDSON VALLEY: $8-$15. 

"’ark [1904 


Surf Ave. at W. Vj 


[575 Metropolitan Ave^ 
at Lorimer Street in Wil- 
liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 

FILM, "THE LEOPARD": 
Luchino Visconti's lavish 
period piece. $11. 8 pm. 
Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 


ART OPENING: Art by An- 
drew Huston. Free. 5-7 
pm. Bar Olivino [899 Fulton 
St. between Clinton and 


c [30 Lafayette Av 
ne, (718) 636-4100], 




BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS. 
TRI-CITY: $8-$15. 7 pm. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. atW. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449- 
8497], www.brooklyncy- 

ART OPENING: Paintings 

Free.T™ pm a fillfe ; s [248 
DeKalb Ave. at Vanderbilt 
Avenue in Fort Greene, 
(718) 783-6140], www. 


Crazy Joe ( 
Revolution 


n. BookCourt [163 Court 


THEATER, "EXIT, PURSUED 
BY BEARS": Part of the 
Antidepressant Festival. 
$15. 7:30 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 
at Lorimer Street in Wil- 
liamsburg^ (71 8) 907-61 89], 


$15. 9 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 

liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 
www.bricktheater.com. 


FILM, "DEAD MAN": . 


Street in Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

MUSIC, OBIE BERMUDEZ, 
CUCU DIAMANTES: 


at Prospect Park West and 
Ninth Streetin Prospect ^ 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES VS. 
TRI-CITY: $8-$15. 7 pm. 
Keyspan Park [1904 Surf 
Ave. atW. 17th Street in 
Coney Island, (718) 449- 
8497], www.brooklyncy- 

READING, COLUM MC- 
CANN: Author of "Let the 
Great World Spin." Free. 7 
pm. BookCourt [163 Court 


bertVon 


’ark [Marcy Aver 


King Park[L._.. 

and Lafayette A 

Bedford-Stuyvesant], www. 
cityparksfoundation.org. 

THEATER, "SAMUEL AND 
ALASDAIR — A PER- 
SONAL HISTORY OF THE 
ROBOT WAR": See Satur- 
day, June 27. 

MUSIC, JAZZ: Jesse Elder 
Quintet. $20 ($10 students). 
8 pm. Barqemusic [Fulton 


FILM, "INTIMATE CONFES- 
SIONS OF A CHINESE 
COURTESAN": Hong 

BAMcinema^EST.^i TWO 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 


FILM, "A MAN NAMED 
PEARL": Documentary 


Streetin Fort Greene, (718) 
636-4100], www.bam.org. 

FILM/JEVENTUAL SALVA- 

pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 
near St. Felix Street in Fort 
Greene, (718) 636-4100], 
www.bam.org. 

THEATER, "INFECTIOUS OP- 
PORTUNITY": 7 pm. See 

BROOKLYN CYCLONES 
VS. TRI-CITY: $8-$15. 7 
n. Keyspan Park [1904 


Surf Ave. 


V. 17th 


(718) 449-8497], www. 
brooklyncyclones.com. 
CLASSICAL CONCERT: Pia- 
nist David Kaplan. $35 ($20 


>ic [Fult< 




ing. Old Fulton Street and 
Furman Street in DUMBO, 
(718) 624-2083], www. 

FIREWORKS: Free. 9:30 pm. 
See Friday, June 26. 


OUTDOORS AND TOURS 

HOT DOG EATING CHAMPI- 
ONSHIP: The grand-daddy 
of all competitive eating 

a^tn^^l«^Kobayashl| 

Avenue°atStillwelfAvenuL 
in Coney Island, (212) 627- 
5766], www.ifoce.com. 
HISTORY TOUR IN FORT 
GREENE PARK: Guided 
tour explores the role the 
park played in the Ameri- 
can Revolution. Free. 1 pm. 


quilting workshop, film, 
gallery talk and dance party. 
Free. 5-11 pm. Brooklyn 
Museum [200 Eastern Pkwy. 

in Prospect Heights, 

(718) 638-5000], www. 
brooklynmuseum.org. 

SALES AND MARKETS 

PS 321 FLEA MARKET: See 
~aturday, June 27. 

\ND FLr * ~ ■' 

N PARK 

day, June 27. 

BROOKLYN FLEA: See Satur- 
day, June 27. 

BROOKLYN FLEA MARKET: 
See Saturday, June 27. 
ARTISTS AND FLEAS: See 
Saturday, June 27. 
BROOKLYN INDIE MARKET: 
See Saturday, June 27. 

OTHER 

WILLIAMSBURG WALKS: See 

Sunday, June 28. 


Park in Fort Greene, (718) 
723-3218]. 

DISCOVERY TOUR: See Sat- 
urday, June 27. 

PERFORMANCE 

THEATER, "BIG GIRLS CLUB 
(THE HAPPY HAPPY 
DANCE PRINCESS 

SHOW)": Part of the 

$15. 2 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 

liamsburg, (718) 907-6189], 

THEATER, "ADVENTURE 
QUEST": Part of the 
Antidepressant Festival. 
$15. 5 pm. Brick Theater 
[575 Metropolitan Ave. 




FIRST SATURDAY AT THE 
BROOKLYN MUSEUM: 


$11. 2 pm. Brooklyn Acad- 
emy of Music [30 Lafayette 
Ave. near St. Felix Street 
in Fort Greene, (718) 636- 
4100], www.bam.org. 

SCAVENGER HUNT AND 
BARBECUE: Prizes, DJs, 
food and drinks. Free. 2 
pm. Littlefield [622 Degraw 

Fifth avenues in Gowanus, 
(718) 355-3388], www.little- 


i, (718) 907-6189], 


im. Brooklyn Academy of 
/lusic [30 Lafayette Ave. 
,ear St. Felix Street in Fort 
ireene, (718) 636-4100], 
rww.bam.org. 

FILM, "AFRO-SAXONS": 

styterampetltfom'ill.^SO 
pm. Brooklyn Academy of 
Music [30 Lafayette Ave. 


TUTIOA FREE ACADEMIC & CAREER 1 RAIMXC 



Jump Start Your Career In 2009 


Earn your GED then prepare for a career or college 


Program Offerings:* 


• ESL English as a Second Language will improve your English 

• College Prep 

• Computer and Networking 
Technology (including A+ and Net+) 

• Bookkeeping 


• Medical Billing & Coding 

• Medical Office Adminstration 

• Office Support 

• New Program: 

Hospitality Management 


ALL CLASSES TAUGHT IN ENGLISH 



'Permanent Resident or US Citizenship required. Individuals with 4 year college degree or 
currently college enrolled not eligible 

Applicants must be 18 years of age or older. High School diploma or One Year NYS Residency Required 

GED required for Career Program. 


Tuesday, June 23, 2009 


An Open Letter to Members of the New York State Senate: 

We, the undersigned 30 faith leaders, hereby declare our full support for the renewal of mayoral control in 
our city’s public schools. We thank you for passing this important law in 2002 and urge you to put politics 
aside and pass the bill sent to you by the Assembly before mayoral control expires on June 30. 

As ministers serving congregations in all five boroughs, we remember the old system well. Parents worried 
about whether their children would come home safe from school, much less receive a quality education. 
Districts with the most political clout and wealth were given more resources than districts in poorer 
neighborhoods. 

Then in 2002, you in the State Legislature decided something must be done to protect all our children. 

You decided to adopt mayoral control. For the first time in 30 years, all districts were on a level playing field. 
Now the Mayor is accountable to every parent and student in this city - rich or poor. We’ve seen dramatic 
improvement in the schools in our communities: the worst have been closed, and the rest are being forced 
to improve. Schools aren’t perfect, but many of them are safer and more students are graduating and going 
to college than ever before. 

We are disappointed that the Senate is not meeting to pass this critical legislation and by statements that 
mayoral control might even be allowed to expire. Our children are not pawns in the game of politics. 

They are our future, and they are depending upon you to ensure that they continue to receive an equitable, 
quality education. 

With just days left to renew mayoral control, time has run out on changes - like fixed terms for members of 
the Panel for Educational Policy - that were thoughtfully considered but ultimately rejected by the Assembly 
and Governor. We urge you to put children first and pass the Assembly’s reform bill today. 

Respectfully, 


• Rev. Cheryl Anthony, Judah International 

• Rev. Michael Battle, Shekinah Embassy International 

• Rev. Keith Bolden, First Calvary Baptist Church 

• Rev. Harold Burton, Brownsville Community Baptist Church 

• Pastor Demetrius S. Carolina, Sr., First Central Baptist Church 

• Rev. Earl Chester, Greater New Beginning Baptist Church 

• Rev. Norman Coleman, Burke Ave. Baptist Church 

• Rev. Thomas Coleman, New Paradise Baptist Church 

• Rev. Jeffery Crenshaw, Greater Tabernacle Church 

• Rev. John Davis , First Baptist Church 

• Rev. Eric Figueroa , New Tabernacle Baptist 

• Rev. William Foreman, St. Anthony Baptist Church 

• Rev. Renee Gardner, Memorial Baptist Church 

• Rev. Shea Gardner, Eastwood Baptist Church 

• Bishop Shelvis Green, Greater Holy Tabernacle 


• Rev. Victor T. Hall , Calvary Baptist Church 

• Rev. F. Craig Henry, Little Rock Baptist Church 

• Rev. Earl Jones, Sr., First Calvary Baptist Church 

• Rev. Richard Lawson, New Canaan Baptist Church 

• Rev. Robert Linden, Bethel Light Institutional Baptist Church 

• Bishop A.D. Lyons, First Baptist Church of Brownsville 

• Rev. Dr. John Marshall, New Life Baptist Church 

• Rev. Dr. Archie Mcinnis, Full Effect Gospel Ministries 

• Rev. Kevin Quarles, Who So Ever Will Baptist Church 

• Bishop Cecil Riley , Freedom Hall Church of God 

• Rev. Roland Smith. Christian Faith Tabernacle Missionary Baptist 

• Rev. Jason Sumner, Canaan Missionary Baptist Church 

• Rev. Jacob Underwood, Grace Baptist Church 

• Rev. Brian Viera, Covenant Family Fellowship 

• Rev. Pastor Carl Washington, New Mount Zion Baptist Church 
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Marty: You could do verse! 

Meet Brooklyn's would-be poets laureate 


HEALTH, MIND 
&B0DY 


W hile all of Brooklyn mourns the loss of poet sibly fill the big fountain pen of the late Siegelman. 

laureate Ken Siegelman, The Brooklyn Pa- Here's the official "short list" that we will be send- 
per got to work compiling a list of men and woman ingto Borough President Markowitz. Vote for your 
(and, in once case, a pair of men) who could pos- favorite by e-mailing Newsroom@cnglocal.com. 


Bob Hershon 

I Boerum Hill 
| ADVANTAGE: A 
at supporter 
I and publisher of 
I local poetry. 
DISADVAN- 
TAGE: He's too 
I busy to be the 
I poet laureate. 
"The Driver Said" 


It used to be 
Gowanus. 

This ain't no neighborhood. 

Ifya butcher 
Comes to ya funeral 
That's a neighborhood. 

Sharon Mesmer 

I Park Slope 
ADVANTAGE: A 

funny, vivacious 
poet who stud- 
ied under Allen 
Ginsberg. 

I DISADVAN- 
TAGE: Is liable 
to mention her 


tatters brilliant 

kitchen bathtubs brilliant 

comfort of blue bathroom jars 

the rank sweating 

the stewing and 

the love-making 

the 2 train 

the blue hour 

a last thought in the brain's 
multiple pathways 

SPLASH 

Frank Hoier 

( Bushwick 
ADVANTAGE: 

Singer-song- 


people. 

DISADVAN- 
TAGE: Only lived 
in Brooklyn for 
four years. 

"What Do We Do To Love, 
When We Talk About Love?" 

(excerpt) 

Do we ruinand rip apart what 

When we spout little words 
about it out of our breasts? 

As if a sentence could do a 
moment justice 
As if a book could convey a 


bones of bricklayers 
drunk with dependencies 
constrained as stones, 
beams broken by breathing, by 

alive with ivory, by red checkers 

on third-class trains, 
on second-floor landings, 
behind the old grocery, 
spring notwithstanding the 
fevers vine-ripened. 


song. 


ould ev 


touch oi 


skill to our friends 
As we sit round a table as the 
sunset begins 

And we all want to leave but 
nobody will say when 
So we sit here in silence growing 
darkness surrounding 
Do we think love is in the 
bottom of the bottle we are 
drinking? 

What do we do to love when we 
talk about love? 

They Might Be Giants 

I Williamsburg 
ADVANTAGE: 

Might be the si 
gle most-iden- 
tifiable Brook- 
lyn-based rock 
band. Ever. 
DISADVANTAGE: Let's be real: 
it is well documented why Con- 
stantinople changed its nan 

"Ana Ng" (excerpt) 

Make a hole with a gun 
perpendicular 
To the name of this town in 
desktop globe 
Exit wound in a foreign nati 
Showing the home of the Oi 
this was written for. 

My apartment looks upside 
down from t her 


Who had been there? 

Or the time when the storm 
tangled up the wires 

To the horn on the pole at the 
bus depot 

And in the back of the edge of 
hearing 

These are the words that the 
voice was repe. 
la Ng and I c 

id we still ha 

in the glow of each other's 

They're the ones you would 
think I would say if there wa 
me for you 

When I was driving once I saw 
this painted on a bridge : 

"/ don’t want the world, I just 
want your half." 


floated 


ending , 


Lynn Chandhok 



the! 


■ink lsthewrongwayOL 
er voice is a backwards 


if a joke could remind ya of 

if "/ Do" will bring out all of 
he love in you 

rat do we do to love when we 


All alone at the '64 World's Fair 
Eighty dolls yelling, " Small girl 
after all" 

Who was at the Dupont 


drunk or 


nilar 


surgeon 


could hui 

"Confetti, Ticker Tape" 

I want to say they're swallows. In 

when we were feeding everyone 
we could, 

we'd look for them above the 
tracks on Ninth Street. 

What startled me was how their 
undersides 

caught the light, flashed silver, 
how the group 

would swoop and rise like wind 
itself, the flock 

vanishing every time it changed 
directions, 

how the birds hung on air and 
clung together 

circling above us, silver, like the 

we thought were bits of 
fuselage or flakes 

of skyscraper, falling, until they 


our front stoop 
and I picked the papers up, but 
they were blank — 
one after the other, blank, 
burned at the edges. 

Leon Freilich 

I Park Slope 
ADVANTAGE: A 

I parodist with a 

a witty epee 
DISADVAN- 
TAGE: His po- 

1 ems are a bit of 

a joke, truth be told. 

"Cruise News" 

A cruise fits 
Opposites: 

The newly wed 
And the nearly dead. 

Honeymooners overheat. 

For both the mode 


Matthew Rohrer 

Park Slope 
ADVANTAGE: 

Has published 
six books of po- 


"Morning Glory on the Roof" 

You have already noted the 
girlish beauty 
Of the Morning Glory, 

The delicate lavendar panties. 
Looking around you. 

Plants atefmprisoned. 


Out of sight. 

Each night the concrete lies 



FINEST DENTAL CARE 

Superior Services for Adults & Children 

New! Periodontist (gum specialist) on premises. 

10 Plaza St. East, Suite IF 

(n8)T22-8020 


PgaJz £lojze 

FAMILY DENTISTRY 

245 Fifth Avenue (between Carroll & Garfield) 


Dr. Andrew Warshaw 
Dr. Sari Rosenwein 
Dr. Doug Pollack (Bd.Ce nj 


• Fluoride • Sealants • Cleanings 

• Crowns • Bridges • Dentures 

Surgical Gum Care 


• Non/Surgicai 
Adolescent-/ 


www.ParkSlopeFc 


789-5700 

nilyDentistry.com ® 



LAUREATE 


ESL, GED Prep, College Prep, Bookkeeping, Computerized 
Bookkeeping, Hospitality Management, 

Medical Office Administration, Computer Networking Technology, 
Medical Billing & Coding and Web Design 


The State University of New York Brooklyn Educational Opportunity Cet 
has provided quality, tuition free education for 
over 40 years to eligible New Yorkers! 


Ill Livingston Street, Brooklyn, NY 11201 
admissions@beoc.cuny.edu • 718-802-3330 



Continued from page 1 
chair of the Brooklyn Book 
Festival, suggested Boerum 
Hill bard Bob Hershon, the 
publisher of the small, but 
influential Hanging Loose 
Press , a publishing house and 
twice-yearly literary mag- 
azine; Matthew Rohrer, a 
whimsical Park Slope scribe; 
and Kimiko Hahn, the au- 
thor of seven collections of 
poetry including, “The Un- 
bearable Heart.” 

For his part, Hershon im- 
mediately hit the right talk- 
ing points. 

“I do write about Brook- 
lyn a lot,” he said, mention- 
ing one of the main quali- 
fications for laureatehood. 
“Plus, we’ve published 165 
titles by many Brooklyn po- 

Better still, he might ac- 
tually want the job! 

“It’s something I would 
consider,” he said. “It was 
discussed a few years ago, 
when Dennis got the job. 
But at the time, I was very 
busy. Then, when I saw what 
Dennis did with it, it became 
something attractive.” 

Ever the supporter of po- 
etry in the borough, however, 
Hershon immediately sug- 
gested two more names for 
the short list: Indian-born 
poet Vijay Seshadri and 
Park Slope writer Sharon 
Mesmer. 

Mesmer will get the vote 
of anyone who likes a randy 
dame who’s not afraid to 
write poems with titles like 
“Annoying Diabetic Bitch” 
and “Holy Mother of Mon- 
key Poo.” 

“If anyone is suggest- 
ing me [as poet laureate], 
it must be because I slept 
around so much,” she said. 
But she’s being modest: Mes- 
mer, who studied under Al- 
len Ginsberg, teaches at the 
New School and, this fall, at 
Brooklyn College. 

She’s published three 
books of poetry and would 
love to do outreach to stu- 

“I’ll go into any school 
that doesn’t have a restrain- 


ing order,” she said. 

Mesmer is part of the 
Brooklyn-based Flarf Col- 
lective, whose members 
sometimes craft poems out of 
Google search results (hence 
“Annoying Diabetic Bitch” 
and her master work, “luan 
Valdez Has a Little Juan Val- 
dez (i.e.. Energy Cannon) in 
His Pants”). 

“I put ‘Juan Valdez’ and 
‘energy cannon’ in Google 
and wrote a whole poem 
off the results,” she said. “It 
shows how much fun poetry 
can be.” 

She said she has been writ- 
ing poetry since she was 14. 
“I’m almost 50 now, so you 
do the math. No really, you 
should. I’m a poet, I can’t do 

Another leading contender 
is Rohrer, 39, a writing pro- 
fessor at New York University 
and the author of six books 
of poetry, including “A Plate 
of Chicken” (Ugly Duckling 
Press) this year. 

A few poems mention 
the Mets, who are a univer- 
sal symbol of frustration, 
but mostly Rohrer said he 
works in a lyric style that 
approaches big topics from 
small places. 

“It’s hard to approach 
something big like death, 
belief or love without pon- 
tificating, so I approach them 
from the small side,” he said. 
“A poem about war told from 
a general’s point of view is 
not universal. That’s why I 
would tell it from the point of 


could summon Lynn Chan- 
dok, apoet of Indian descent 
whose work bridges the cul- 
tural gap between her fami- 
ly’s native Kashmir and her 
current home in Brooklyn. 

“My mother grew up in 
Bensonhurst and my father 
grew up in Kashmir, so my 
life and my work goes back 
and forth between my safe 
life here and the tense envi- 
ronment there,” she said. 

And if he wants to secure 
the youth vote, Markowitz 
could easily hire folk sage 
Frank Hoier, the Bushwick- 
based bard who also does the 
“Frank Hoier’s Rhythm and 
News” feature on Brooklyn- 

“Songwriters have always 
had an advantage of getting 
to the people directly,” Hoier 
said. “Music is the poetry for 
everyone.” 

Spoken like a budding poet 
laureate. 


Affordable Family Dentistry 

in modern pleasant surroundings 

State of the Art Sterilization (autoclave) 
Emergencies treated promptly 

Special care for children & anxious patients 
WE NOW ACCEPT OXFORD 


Dr. Jeffrey M. Kramer 

544 Court Street, Carroll Gardens 

624-5554 • 624-7055 

Convenient Office Hours & Ample Parking 
and insurance plans accommodated 


Quality Dentistry 


e in our ultra-modern office 


• Cosmetic Dentistry 
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Dentistry 

• Gums & Implants 


» Cosmetic Laminates 
& Bonding 

• Digital Panoramic 

» Advanced Sterilization 
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• Preventative Dentistry 


RONALD I. TEICHMAN, DPS 

Saturday & Evening Hours 

357 Seventh Avenue at 10th Street 
slopedental.com - 768-1111 
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He also ti 
a connection with the reader 
through mundane details like 
doing the dishes. 

“I’d rather read a poem 
about love and war and do- 
ing the dishes rather than just 
love and war,” he said. “It 
makes people have a connec- 
tion to the writer. The audi- 
ence needs to feel that this is 
a poet who is just like them. 
They want to know that he 
has to move the car on Tues- 
day just like they do.” 

If he wants something a 
bit more serious, Markowitz 



Dermatology 

Bfilox ftestylane Juvedarm 
Peels (Vtfcrodemn Laser ha* removal 
surgery for tom eorlobe 4. keloid 
medical services for all skin candilions 



Run, don't walk, to the 
borough's finest Web site: 

BrooklynPaper.com 

SNA Best Community Web Site, 2009 


SIEGELMAN 

Continued from page 1 

as borough president,” he said. “Like the borough he loved 
and wrote about, his life was never boring, and he captured 
all of it — the good, the bad, the ups and downs. 

‘Ken will be sorely missed, but his words will remain with us 
inspire up-and-coming poets for generations to come.” 

Before becoming the borough’s poet, Siegelman taught 
social studies at Abraham Lincoln HS for 33 years. He used 
poetry to break down cultural and linguistic barriers with 
his students, many of whom did not speak English. 

“Language was the only thing that stood in their way,” 
Siegelman once said. “So I used my poetry to bridge the 
language gap.” 

In his guise as the laureate, Siegelman hosted Brooklyn 
Poetry Outreach, a collaboration with Markowitz and the 
Park Slope Barnes & Noble that features readings and dis- 
cussion by some of Brooklyn’s best and aspiring poets. 

Siegelman is survived by his wife of 45 years. Pearl; 
daughters Karen and Tara; grandchildren Brooke, Matthew 
and Rachel; and a sister, Mona. 

Siegelman's last Brooklyn Poetry Outreach event, 
which was already scheduled before his death, was set 
for Thursday, June 25, at Barnes and Noble [267 Seventh 
Ave., at Sixth Street in Park Slope, (718) 832-9066]. Read 
his last poem at BrooklynPaper.com. 


Javier Zelaya MD Verna Broughton, PA 


718 . 832.3313 

pork slope chetsea www.sktnworkjny.cam 


Buying a home? 
Give us a call 


The State of New York Mortgage Agency (SONYMA) can help 
you become a first-time homebuyer. SONYMA mortgages offer: 

•30- or 40-year fixed interest rates that are typically below 
market; 

• Financing up to 97%; 

• Flexible underwriting guidelines; 

• Closing cost assistance (up to higher of $3,000 or 3% of the 
loan amount); 

• No points; 

• No financing add ons. 

For more information, call 

1-800-382-HOME (4663) 

or visit www.nyhomes.org there s no place like home 
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EMPLOYMENT 


HELP WANTED II HELP WANTED 


Competitive Salary 
Paid Training 
Outstanding Benefits 
Paid Time Off and Holidays 
Career Development and 
Tuition Reimbursement Program 
Generous Sign-On Bonus 
after 90 Days of FT employment 


SOCIAL WORK 

DIRECTOR 

Senior Center 

WILLIAMSBURG 

JASA, NY’s largest community 
based, non-profit agency serving 
the elderly, seeks an EXP’D Director 
to manage our active senior center 
located in Williamsburg. Fluency 
in Spanish is REQUIRED. MSW or 
equivalent preferred. Experience 
working with seniors helpful. 

We offer a competitive salary and 
a comprehensive benefits program. 
EOE. Qualified candidates may re- 
spond with salary requirement to: 
E-mail: 

jobs@jasa.org 


PROFESSIONAL SERVICES 


ACCOUNTANTS II ART APPRAISALS 


BROOKLYN 

BOOKKEEPING SERVICES 

SERVICES: AR/AP, Bank/Credit Card 


Payroll (ADP/Paychex), Financial 
Reports (P/L, Trial Balance, 

SOFTWARE: Quickbooks Pro Mac/ 
PC (2005 -2009), Sage MAS 90/500, 



FAMILY 

CLASSIFIED 


ENTERTAINMENT 




FLEA 

MARKE 




131 offiTeWh'b^kitn o« 2070 



768-1453 a,. 


Do You Need 


718 - 260-2588 


On The 
Web At 


NEED AN 
APPRAISAL? 
O’Toole-Ewald Art 
Associates, Inc. 


Equitable Distribution 

Litigation Support 
Expert Witness Testimon 



NOW 

HIRING 


FIRE PROTECTION INSPECTORS 


JOIN US! KEEP NYC SAFE BY 
IDENTIFYING & MONITORING RISK. 

As an FDNY Fire Protection Inspector you will enjoy: 

• Excellent health and pension benefits with Domestic 
Partner coverage; 

• Three weeks vacation a year to start; 

• Shift differential, meal money, and overtime; 

• Paid holidays! 

To view our “Requirements to be Hired” 
visit us online at: www.nyc.gov/fdny 
If you meet our qualifications, call 311 or email us at 
recruitment@fdny.nyc.gov to make a reservation. 


JOB FAIR 

WEDNESDAY, JULY 8, 2009 
12:00PM - 5:00PM 


LEGAL NOTICES 
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718 - 260-2588 
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ADOPTION || INCOME 

OPPORTUNITIES 


A "r C $800/d n ? in L ! ?°V y °d- 


Open or closed ^adoption. 
1 0 86^-2 S 36°7638; 2 4/7° UnSel0r ' 


DONATE YOUR CAR. FREE 
TOWING. "Cars for Kids". 
Any condition. Tax de- 
ductible Outreach Center. 
1-800-597-9411 

WANTED JAPANESE MO- 
TORCYCLES KAWASA- 
<1,1970-1980, Z1-900, 

KZ900, KZ1000, H2-750, 

HI-500, SI-250, S2-250, 

S2-350, S3-400. CASH PAID. 
1-800-772-1 142. 
1-310-721-0726. 


HIGH SCHOOL DIPLOMA 
FROM HOME, 6-8 Weeks. 
ACCREDITED. Low pay- 
ments. FREE Brochure. 
1-800-264-8330 or www.di- 





INCOME 

OPPORTUNITIES 




(Void/SD,CT,MD) 


AWESOME CAREER OP- 
PORTUNITY. $20/hr/ 

$57K/yr, Postal jobs, Pd 


HONEST INCOME 

h °">e assistance 9 °ost. 
No 9 advertising. Postage 


micks. 877-774-9295. 
MYSTERY SHOPPERS! Earn 


pt/ft. 

>0-1272. 


POST OFFICE NOW HIR- 
ING! Avg. pay $2 ‘ " 

$54K annually inch 


J OT 9 Paid 
s, PT/FT. 


86 a 6-94.|-0340 Ca ° 




MISCELLANEOUS 


ATTEND COLLEGE ONLINE 
from home.^Medical, Busi- 


Comfortable weal 
by Mi 

1-800-815-1577 


BRAND NEW Laptops 


weekly payments - Order 1 
day and get FREE Nintem 
WII game system! Call nc 
1 -800-932-4501 


A NEW COMPUTER! 
id name. BAD or NO 

tow' 1-800-93^45% aVa ''' 


Free HD Channels 
Cost's only. 
800-240-8112 


filTl 

800-240-8112° 


SrHSs 



NATIONAL CLASSIFIEDS 

CLASSIFIED AVENUE 


ISP- 









+ Fuh^Fed- 





I 

llill! 

PS¥S 

MVIISCELLANEOU^ 

a £lii 5S 

ELi 'm™- aVa "' Cal1 




gin 

BSe 

Spill 


H 

|3||S 

gp 

CAL^NOW. °-800-6^>^7 S 1 59 ^ 


gpopl 

1 REAL ESTATE 1 


p-sSSff 



isi'rzis 






































Real Estate • Merchandise • Employment 
Religious Services • Family • Public Notices 
Home Improvement • Professional Services 


The Brooklyn Classifieds 


June 26, 2009 
Call (718) 260-2588 
BPCIassified@cnglocal.com 



CLINTON HILL 

Beautiful Spacious Lofts 

Near Subway. 

Only 10 Min. To Manhattan 
STUDIO, 1, 2 & 3 BR 
NO FEE plus ONE MONTH FREE! 

To view call 718-399-7625 
www.TAAFFELLOFTS.COM 

PROSPECT 

HEIGHTS 

2 Locations 

subway, shopping. 

2. Renovated spacious apts. in 
former Interfaith Hospital. 

NO FEE! 

Office at 480 St. Marks Ave. 

To view call Mike 
718-636-3888 or 
cell 202-412-0902 
www.prospectlofts.co 


We home 
deliver 10,000 
weekly papers 
all over 
Brownstone 
Brooklyn! To 
advertise call 
718 - 260-2588 































































